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Muslims, Croats and Serbsin Boshia

1998 Populations:

Bosnia: 3,366,000

Bosnian Croats: 740,000 (0.22)
BosnianMudims: 1,279,000 (0.38)

Bosnian Serbs: 1,346,000 (0.4)

Overview

The former Y ugodav republic of Bosnia has been beset by civil war snceits mainly M uslim population
voted to secede from the Yugodav Federation in March 1992. The independence move was opposed by
ethnic Serbs living in Bosniawho wanted to remain digned with the Ser b-dominated government of

Y ugodavia Ethnic Serbs have reportedly been aided in their armed resistance by troops and supplies from
Ser biaand Montenegro.

Ethnic Croats living in Bosnia favored the secesson from Y ugodavia, but wanted to unite with Cr oatia,
rather than remain in aM uslim-dominated Bosnian state. A few months after the M uslim-Serb conflict
erupted, fighting aso broke out between Mudims and Croats. During thar conflict with the Mudims, and
in spite of the recently stalemated conflict between Cr oatia and the Ser b-dominated Y ugodavia, the Croats
formed atemporary anti-M udlim dliance with Bosnian Serbs. In early 1994, however, the Bosnia's Croats
and M udims announced agreement on an anti-Ser b dliance.

Chronology

9 A.D.: The Roman Empire established control over the large province of Illyricum, which contained the
entire territory of Y ugodavia, with the exception of Vojvoding, under one authority. Roman rule lasted five
centuries and the greatest Roman influence was found in towns adong the coast. Much of the interior areas
preserved their own traditions and were frequently invaded by other outsiders.
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6th and early 7th Centuries: Croats from Ukraine migrated into areas directly south of Sloveniaand aong
Adriatic coast including Damatiaand Croatia. Serbs settled in regions of present-day Bosnia-Hercegovina.

602: Savsfrom Ukraine and southern Russainvaded the Bakans. Savsin the Bakans eventudly split into
severd diginct groups: Sovenesin the northwest, Cr oats to the south, and Ser bs to the southeast.

8th Century: Sovenes submitted to domination by German Franks and were converted to Roman
Catholicism.

oth Century: Croat areas were divided with northern Croats near Sovenia under the control of the Franks
and Damatia under the contral of the Eastern Empire.

10th Century: Croats overcame domination of outside powers and began to develop sense of common
identity. Both Cr oat regions united under Tomidav in about 924. He was recognized by the pope as king of
the territory which he expanded inland to include parts of Bosnia. Tomidav's kingdom lasted about 200
years.

Other areas of Bosnia separated from Ser bia began to develop their own identity.

11th Century: Yugodaviawas divided into Eastern and Western Roman Empires of Diocletian and
Theodosius. This created a predominantly Roman Catholic western half and Eastern Orthodox eastern half.

12th Century: Bogomiliam, a Chridian heretica faith from Bulgaria, gained popular support as aform of
opposition to prosdlytization efforts by Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Christians. Religious struggles with
Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches persisted for about 200 years.

1102: After asuccession strugle, Croatian nobles handed power over to the king of Hungary with the
Pope's blessing. They retained close ties to Hungary until 1918.

Late 13th Century: Sovenes came under control of the Hapsburg Empire, but were subjected to numerous
Turkish raids dong with other Sav regions.

14th Century: The Turkish conquest of Y ugodavialed to the converson of large numbers of Bosnias
population to Idam. Eastern areas including most of Ser bia, Montenegro, and Macedonia remained Eastern
Orthodox. Northern regions of Croatiaand Sloveniaremained Roman Cathalic.

1389: The Ser bian army was defeated by Turksin the Battle of Kosovo. Thisled to Mudlim influencein the
Kosovo region.

Firgt Half of 15th Century: Bosnian noble Stephen Vuksic gained control of landsin the southern part of
Bosnia, and adopted the title of Herzog, the German equivaent of duke. The name Hercegovina derived to
distinguish the region under Herzog'srule.

1459: The Serb defeat at Smederovo led to Turkish occupation of Serbia. This occupation lasted 350
years. Only Montenegro resisted the Turkish advance and remained under Ser bian control.

During the first 200 years of occupation, Turkish rule was tolerant towards Ser bian culture and religion.
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Most Serbsléft cities and towns to Turkish adminigtrators and emigrants and migrated to rurd, agrarian
villages where they enjoyed substantid autonomy.

1483: Hercegovinafel to the Turks. Idamized nobles and peasants in Bosnia and Herzegovina were
rewarded with land and other privileges while Christian nobles were killed and Christian peasants oppressed.

1526: The Turkish defeat of Hungarians and their king's degth led to Turkish control of most of Croatia

1699: The Habsburgs regained control over southern Croatia, northern Bosnia, Vojvoding, and the area
aong northen Ser bia. Habsburg-controlled lands were settled by Croat peasants, Germans, and Serb
refugees from Ottoman rule.

17th Century: The Centraization campaign of the Habsburgs led to the imposition of German asthe officid
language in Soveniaand to an increasingly feudd date of serfdom for most Sovenes.

1691-mid-18th Century: Serbs support of Habsburgs attempts to force Turks out of Serbialed to
reprisals from Turkish adminigtrators and Ser b migration to Habsourg-controlled Vojvodina. Turkish
adminigtrators became increasingly repressve of the Serb population as the centrd government's ability to
control them from Constantinople declined.

Early 18th Century: Christian peasants revolted against ISamic nobles.

1804-1813: A Serbian revolt took advantage of the Turks wesakness during the Russian occupation of the
Bakan provinces. The Ser bs briefly established their own government in Belgrade. Russia withdrew its
troops after being invaded by Napoleon in 1812 and the Turks moved againgt Serbs. The Serbswere
defeated in 1813.

1809-1815: The period of Napoleonic control over Sovenialed to a brief improvement in materid living
conditions, educationa opportunities, and language rights for most Slovenes. Although control was formay
returned to the Habsburgs following Napoleon's defeat, the Slovene sense of nationalism and independence
remained strong.

1817-1882: The second Ser bian revolt forced Turks to grant Ser bs considerable autonomy. By 1830,
Serbs, with Russian support, forced the Turks to grant Ser biathe status of an autonomous principdlity.
Russian protection continued, with Ser bia gaining full independence from Turkey in 1878 and the Ser bian
ruler assuming role of king in 1882.

Ser bias independence from Turkey was first recognized at the Congress of Berlin as areward for
supporting Austria by declaring war on Turkey and supporting Bosnian peasant uprisingsin 1876.

1850: The Turkish government overthrew the Bosnian aristocracy and assumed direct control of local
adminidration.

1875: Rebdlions by Chrigtian serfs escdated to a Sate of generd revolt in Bosnia and Herzegovina
1876: Ser biaand Montenegro declared war againgt Turkey in support of Bosnia-Herzegovinarevolt.

1877-1878: Russia entered the war againgt Turkey and the Turks were defeated in January 1878. The
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Russan-dictated Treaty of San Stefano was sgned in March 1878 and provided for recognition of an
autonomous government in Bosnia-Herzegovina. With the Treety of Berlin in July 1878, the Habsburg and
British governments responded to the threat of Russian influence in the Bakans by placing Bosnia-
herzegovina under temporary adminigtration of AustriasHungary.

1882-1905: Period of Austro-Hungarian control and dominance over Ser biaand its economy.

1903: The assassination of Ser bian King Alexander and hiswife led to the parliamentary ection of King
Peter Karadjordjevic. Karadjordjevic initiated a process of domestic liberdization and moved towards
increasing independence in international economic relaions,

1908-1914: Austria annexed Bosnia-Hercegovina outright in 1908 to counter Serbs expansonist ams.
Annexation was opposed by both Ser bia and Montenegro, with diplomatic support from Russia and Britain.
Germany supported Audtrias annexation, forming the outline for the mgjor dliances to take shape during
World War 1.

Under annexation, Bosnians were denied sef-rule as Austro-Hungarian officias were brought in from other
areas to administer the territory. Nationalist tendencies in Bosnia became widespread and divided local
population with Easter orthodox Ser bs wanting to unite with Ser bia, Catholics wanting to remain part of
AudtriasHungary, and Mudims divided or opposed to both positions.

1911-1913: Andliance between Bulgaria, Greece, Ser bia, and Montenegro defeated Turkey in the firgt
Bakan War in 1912. Then, adispute between Ser bia and Bulgaria over sharing Macedonialed to war
between the two former dlies, with Greece, Montenegro, and Romania supporting Ser bs. The defeat of
Turkeyin July 1913 extended the area of Ser bian control southward to include most of present-day
Macedonia

1914, Origin of World War |: Following the assassnation of Habsburg Archduke Franz-Ferdinand by a
Bosnian Serb supporter in Sargevo on July 28, Audtriaissued ultimatum to Serbia. Serbiargected the
ultimatum and Ausgtria declared war on Ser bia. Germany digned with Audtriawhile Britain, France, and
Russadigned with the Serbs.

In December 1914, Ser biaendorsed Croatids origind ideaof "Y ugodaviam”, cdling for unification of
Serbs, Croats, and Sovenesinto asingle state.

1915-1917: The secretly-signed Ally Treety of London, April 26, 1915, granting territory of Damatia and
western Soveniato Itay, was uncovered and provided the impetus for the peoples of Yugodaviato resst
takeover by yet another foreign power.

The Yugodav Committee was organized by Ante Trumbic to fight for the creetion of a'Y ugodav sate with
Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes as equa partners. Ser bian Premier Nikola Pasic sought to unify groups under
Ser bian leadership, but moderated his position after the fal of Russian Tsarsin 1917 and the resulting loss of
Russian support for Serbia. The July 20, 1917, Declaration of Corfu cadled for creation of an independent
kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Sovenes with government by a congtitutiond, democratic monarchy, and
equd rightsfor Mudims and Chrigtians. The question of equa partnership or Ser bian control was left
unresolved by the Declaration.

End of World War 1: A Croatian, Serb, and Slovene Nationd Council was formed in Zagreb on October

http:/Aww.bsos.umd.edu/cidcm/mar/bosniahtm 8/13/01



Steven Kurth, 8/28/95 Page 5 of 25

29, 1918. It declared secesson from the Austro-Hungarian empire and began working towards unification.
Locd assembliesin Bosniaand Herzegovina decided to join the unification drive. Montenegro renounced its
sovereignty in November 1918, and joined the unification effort. King Alexander proclaimed the formation
of the Kingodom of Serbs, Croats, and Sovenes in Belgrade on December 1, 1918.

Following the defeat of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, Western Allied Powers agreed to the creation of a
unified Yugodav gate congsting of Ser bia, Montenegro, and northern Macedonia. It was officialy known as
the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes.

Territoria disputeswith Allied Powers perssted over areas which Allies had promised to Albania, Hungary,
Bulgaria, Audtria, and Romania. Mogt Y ugodav demands for territory were eventualy met, except for the
Italian-controlled areas of Styria, Carinthia, Istria, Fiume, and Zadar in the northern Adriatic coastal aress.
Approximately 720,000 Y ugodavs remained outside of Y ugodavias borders, while more than 1 million non-
Savs were included within Y ugodav borders.

January 1919: Regiona socioeconomic differences persisted and grew as the more-devel oped northern
regions of Sovenia, Croatia, and Vojvodina became industrid centers, while Serbia, BosniaHerzegovina,
Macedonia, and Montenegro remained rurd, agrarian societies. A Land Reform Manifesto initiated the
remova of feudd arrangements in Macedonia and Montenegro, and the didtribution of land from large
estate-holders to peasants throughout rural Y ugodavia Land reform was not completed until 1940.

28 January 1921: Serbs in the Congtituent Assembly, with strong opposition from Croats, imposed the
Vodovdan Congtitution which enacted policies of strict centraization.

1929: King Alexander imposed a dictatorship on Y ugodavia after Croat Condtituent Assembly member
Sjepan Radic was assassinated by a Montenegrin. Five other deputies were aso killed. Politica parties and
most politica rights were abolished.

Croatian Ustase separaigsfled to Itay, Hungary, Bulgaria, and Germany.
September 1931: Alexander ended the dictatorship and permitted some politica party activity, but most

restrictions on rights remained in effect. Political laws and redtrictions had the effect of weakening Ser b-
dominated parties while strengthening non-Ser b parties during the 1930s.

Hodtility between Yugodaviaand Italy strengthened with Mussolini's support for Ustase. Bulgaria harbored
the Macedonian terrorist group, IMRO.

9 October 1934: King Alexander was assassinated by IMRO, with reported financia backing by Ustase,
during atrip to Marsallle, France.

1935-1937: Milan Stojadinovic was elected Premier in May 1935, with support from Ser bian radicds,
Sovene populists, and Mudims.

Stojadinovic sgned treaties with Italy and Bulgariain 1937. Italy agreed to stop supporting the Ustasein
exchange for recognizing Italian clams on Albania. The agreement was reportedly breached by Itay.
Stojadinovic dso hdd taks with Hitler in Germany.

1939: Dragisa Cvetcovic was eected Prime Minister and replaced Stojadinovic. Cvetcovic reached an
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agreement with Croatiaon August 26, 1939, uniting Croatia, Damatia, and seven other predominantly
Croat didrictsinto asngle province with subgtantial autonomy.

Under pressure, Cvetcovic joined the German-led Anticomintern Pect, effectively joining the Axis aliance.
Army officers opposed to the Pact staged a coup on March 26-27. They proclaimed Peter 11 King and
Generd Dusan Simovic Prime Minigter. Although Smovic said Y ugodaviawould honor the Pact agreement,
he said Y ugodaviawould not join the Axis war effort. Axis powersinvaded Yugodaviaon April 6, 1941.

After Yugodavias defeat, Germany annexed northern Sloveniaand place Ser bia under its direct military
authority. Croatiawas declared a nomindly ‘independent’ state. Italy was given control of southern Sovenia
and Montenegro. Italian-controlled Albania was given control over Kosovo. Bulgaria received southeastern
Macedonia, eastern Serbia, and part of Kosovo. Hungary was given most of Vojvodina

World War 11: Ustase proclamed independence in Croatia shortly before German invasion and Ustase
leader Ante Pavelic was flown in from Italy to assume leadership. The Cr oatian state included the territory
of Croatiaand BosniaHerzegovina. With nearly 1/3 of the population in the Cr oatian state being Serbs,
Udaseinitiated an anti-Serb campaign of massacres, expulsions, and forced conversonsto Catholiciam.
Croatian concentration camps were established for Serbs, Jews, and Cr oatian political opponents.

Former Yugodav Royd Army membersin Serbialed by Col. Draza Mihailovic formed Cetnik Detachments
of the Yugodav Army of the Fatherland. Although the Cetniks were forming armies and stockpiling arms
with British assstance, Mihailovic did not advocate immediate uprising for fear of harsh oppression by
German occupation forces. Cetniks &t times even collaboratd with German authorities and the German-
controlled government.

The Communist Party of Y ugodavia organized uprisngs againgt German occupation after Germany's
invasion of the Soviet Union in June 1941. Communist Partisan forces led by Josip Broz Tito began fighting
in July 1941 in Ser bia, Montenegro, Slovenia, Bosnia, and Herzegovina. Efforts to join forces with Cetniks
failed due to ideologica differences and in November 1941, the Cetniks attempted and failed to overrun the
Partisans headquarters. For two years, the Partisans resistance was unsuccessful, with defeats in Ser bian
forcing aretreat into Bosnia, and aforced retreat into Montenegro in February 1943. In addition to German
forces, Partisans faced counter-resistance from Italian forces, Croatian Ustase, and the Cetniks. The
Partisans became more successful after Italy's defeet to the Alliesin June 1943 and their withdrawad from
Yugodav territory. Allied leaders Churchill, Roosevet, and Stalin switched support from Cetniks to
Partisans, due to the Cetniks reluctance to fight the Germans, and the exiled Y ugodav King Peter reached
an agreement with the Partisans in the summer of 1944, calling on al Y ugodavs to respect the Partisans, and
causing many Y ugodavs to switch alegiances from the government in exile to the Partisans. Although Tito's
Council for Nationd Liberation included members of Y ugodavids prewar parliament and cdled for the
formation of a congtituent assembly after Belgrade was liberated by Soviet troops on October 20, 1944,
Tito wasingdled as Prime Miniger.

1945-1946: With Germany's defeget, Ustase leader Ante Pavelic and numerous Croat avilliansfled Croatia
and attempted to surrender to Allied forcesin Audtria. Allied forces rgected the Croats surrender and
forced the return of approximately 250,000 Croatsto Y ugodavia, where many were immediately executed
by Partisans. Cetnik leader Mihailovic was captured and executed as atraitor by the Partisans.

The Communist-organized People's Front (Narodni Front) weakened and suppressed other political parties
and won elections. The Congtituent Assembly of November 29, 1945, formaly abolished the Y ugodav
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monarchy and established the Federd People's Republic of Yugodavia A new Conditution was
unanimoudly approved by the Assembly on January 31, 1946. It establlished six congtituent republics of
Serbia, Croatia, Slovenia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Montenegro, and Macedonia. Autonomous provinces of
Kosovo and Vojvodinawere created within Serbia. The authority of individua republics was subordinated
to the centra government in most substantial matters, and in aress | &ft to republics authority, they were il
monitored by the centra government.

1945-1948: Government persecution of Ser bian Orthodox and Cr oatian Catholic churches occurred.

Ser bian Orthodox Church property was confiscated while schools and convents were closed. Croatina
Catholic archbishop Alozije Stepinac openly supported the creation of an independent Cr oatian State during
World War 11 and opposed harsh policies of Croatian government only weekly. After publicly voicing
anticommunist sentiments, Stepinac was arrested and sentenced to 16 years hard labor in 1946.

1948: Disappointment with the amount of actud aid from the Soviet Union and Y ugodav efforts to pursue
independent foreign relations on aregiond level led to abresk with the Soviet Union and isolation from
neighboring communist Sates.

1952: THe officid policy of decentrdization led to increasing loca autonomy in various regions. The League
of Communigts of Y ugodavia and the centra government till retained most effective contral, though less
direct than before.

1966-1972: M oslemsin the Bosnian League of Communists successfully pressured the governing Lesgue of
Communigts party in Belgrade to devate thar officid status from that of anationa minority to condtituent
nation by 1971.

1970: The government granted concessons in reponse to Croat and Slovene demands regarding allocations
from the Federd Investment Fund and increasing the republics autonomy.

Tito's gpparent concessons to nationaist demands were limited, however, as he responded to student
demongtrationsin Zagreb and Cr oatian leaders apparent support by arresting more than 400 students and
purging Croatian Communist Party leaders.

1974 The M oslems nationd status was established in the new Y ugodav condtitution after they successfully
argue that their satus as a nation would dilute conflict between Serbs and Croatsin Bosnia

October 1990: The Serb Democratic Party was established in Bosnia and declared itsdf the representative
of Bosnian Serbs. The Serb Nationa Assembly and Serb Nationa Council were established in Banjaluka,
Bosnia. Thiswasfollowed by the establishment of six Serb Autonomous Regions in Bosnia: Bosanska
Krgina, Northern Bosnia, Northeastern Bosnia, Romanija, Herzegoving, and Old Herzegovina. These
autonomous regions were eventually declared parts of 'Serb Republic of BosniaHerzegoving.

1991 M ar ch: Croatian President Franjo Tudjman and Ser bian President Sobodan Milosevic agreed on
principle to dividing Bosnian territory to unite republics with Cr oatian and Ser bian communitiesin Bosnia

25 June 1991 Croatia and Slovenia proclaimed independence.

27 June 1991: Fighting erupted in Sovenia after the Yugodav army sent tanks to crush its independence
bid. Risng tenson in Croatia, where the Ser bian minority opposed independence moves, soon turned
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violent.

July 1991 Following the outbreak of war between Croatia and Serbia, Croat President Tudjman publicly
proposed a Serb-Croat divison of BosniasHerzegovina as a solution to Serb-Croat conflict.

August 1991: Yugodav Prime Minigter Ante Markovic disclosed ongoing ddiveries of arms from Serb-
dominated Y ugodav Nationa Army to Serb communitiesin Bosnia

3 October 1991: Serbiaand itsdlies used emergency powersto take control of the collective Yugodav
presidency without Cr oatia, Sovenia, Macedonia and Bosnia-Herzegovina attending sessons.

20 December 1991: Bosnia-Herzegovina applied to the European Community (EC) for recognition asa
sovereign date.

21 December 1991: Bosnian Ser bs proclaimed their own republic after a referendum againgt independence
from Yugodavia

24 December 1991: Macedonia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Soveniaand Croatiaformaly gpplied for EC
recognition.

15 January 1992: EC date from which its 12 members may recognise and set up full diplomatic relations
with any of the four former Y ugodav republics which have declared independence.

3 March 1992: Bosnian independence was confirmed in aM oslem-Cr oat referendum boycotted by the
Serbs.

4 April 1992: Thefird Serb barricades appeared in Sargievo and were dismantled after aresidents march
chalenged masked gunmen.

6 April 1992: The EC recognised Bosnia-Herzegovina as independent. Fighting erupted in Sargevo asa
Serb sege began.

7 May 1992: Serb forces were reported to have control of about two-thirds of Bosnian territory. Before
the war, Ser bs were the dominant population in about 60% of Bosnian, but mainly in rurd arees.

27 May 1992: A mortar attack on a bread queue in Sargjevo killed at least 20 people and wounded 70.
This attack caused international outrage.

30 June 1992: Rdlief flights reached Sargevo for the firg time.
3 July 1992: Aninternationd relief airlift to Sargevo began.

17 July 1992: L eaders of the three warring factionsin Bosniasigned in London the first in a series of
abortive ceasefires.

29 July 1992: Serbswere reported to control about 70% of Bosnian territory.

6 August 1992: The World was shocked by television pictures of emaciated captivesin Ser b-run detention
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campsin Bosnia.

20 August 1992: Croats were reported to control most of the remaining territory not under Serb contral,
mostly in eastern areas along the Adriatic coastal area of Croatia

28 August 1992: London peace talks ended with Bosnian Ser bs offering to hand dl heavy weapons to the
United Nations.

3 September 1992: An internationa conference, chaired by U.N representative Cyrus Vance and E.C.
representative Lord Owen opened in Geneva.

7 October 1992: Bosnian Ser b forces captured Bosanski Brod on the Cr oatian border thereby gaining
control of the vital North Bosnian corridor.

The U.N. Security Council decided to establish awar crimes commission to investigate atrocitiesin Bosnia
and Croatia

9 October 1992: The Security Council banned military flights over Bosnia

23 October 1992: Croat forcestrying to expand a newly declared ethnic mini-state ransacked the town of
Prozor and expelled the M oslem mgority. This splintered the dliance between Coats and M oslems against
the Serbs.

28 October 1992: International mediators proposed a new-style Bosnian state with a centra government
and 10 autonomous regions.

Mudims were reported to be holding only 10% of Bosnian territory.

November 1992 to March 1993: Croat-M oslem skirmishing spread in centra Bosnia. Each side traded
accusations of provoceations and forcible subordinate of each other's units.

16 November 1992: The U.N. Security Council authorized a nava blockade of Ser bia and Montenegro,
the remaining Y ugodav republics, for Belgrade's support of Bosnian Serbs.

30 November 1992: Croats were reported to be holding more than 20% of Bosnian territory.

16 December 1992: Foreign ministers and officias from 29 countries met in Genevato discussthe
Yugodav criss. U.S. Secretary of State Lawrence Eagleburger named Karadzic

and Serbian President Sobodan Milosevic as potentid defendants in future war crimestrids.

3 January 1993: Cyrus Vance and Lord Owen announced a proposd to divide Bosniainto 10 provinces,
mostly dong ethnic lines.

4 January 1993: Croat nationalist leader Mate Boban signed the VVance-Owen peace package because it

awarded Croatsdl the territory it sought on the battlefidd. The M oslem-led government and the Serbs
refused to Sgn the agreement and the peace process was suspended.
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20 January 1993: The sdf-syled parliament of the Bosnian Ser bs accepted V ance-Owen peace plan on
power sharing in Bosnia

6 February 1993: Bosnian M oslem and Ser b leaders rejected the VVance-Owen maps of division of
Bosnia

1 March 1993: American planes began airdrops of food over Bosnia

11 March 1993: M oslems surrounded a U.N. relief convoy to Konjevic Polje and held British U.N.
troops hostage for aday.

19 March 1993: A U.N. ad convoy led by Morillon reached the M oslem east Bosnian town of Srebrenica
which had been under an 11-month Serb siege.

25 March 1993: Under immense internationa pressure, the Bosnian government added its Sgnature to the
peace plan, leaving Serbs as only Sde refusng to dgn it.

30 March 1993: A Bosnian war crimes court sentenced two Bosnian Ser bs to death for murder, rape and
robbery in the civil war.

31 March 1993: Aid officids suspended a Srebrenica evacuation after five children and two women died in
acrush to board a convoy.

The Security Council authorised the use of force againgt planes violating the no-fly ban over Bosnia

April 1993: A full-blown Croat-M oslem war erupted in centrd and southwest Bosnia. Croat irregulars
massacred M oslem villagersin Ahmidi, setting off acycle of attack and reprisa.

3 April 1993: The Bosnian Serb parliament rejected maps drafted in the Vance-Owen peace plan.

4 April 1993: Bosnian Croats demanded the withdrawa of M oslem troops from provinces designated for
Croat sdf-rule under aU.N. peace plan. Fierce fighting began across central Bosnia between the former
dlies

5 April 1993: The U.N. announced a plan to evacuate up to 15,000 M oslems from Srebrenica

12 April 1993: NATO jets began enforcing a no-flight zone over Bosnia.

17 April 1993: The U.N. Security Council agreed to tighten sanctions againgt Ser bia and Montenegro if
Bosnian Serbs did not accept peace plan by April 26. The Serb parliament rg ected the plan on April 26

and sanctions comeinto effect.

30 April 1993: The Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic signed Vance-Owen plan, but theBosnian
Serb assembly rgected it on May 6.

9 May 1993: Croats laying Sege to M oslem-populated east Mogtar, started rounding up and expelling
M oslems from the entire Herzegovina region.
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16 May 1993: A Bosnian Ser b referendum, dismissed by mediators as a sham, voted by 96 percent to
reject the peace plan.

June 1993: The Bosnian army launched a counter-offensive againg the Cr oats. The wrested six key towns
over the ensuing six months and turned the tide of war againgt Cr oats across centra Bosnia.

12 June 1993: A fresh round of talks began with Bosnian President Alija | zetbegovic under pressure to
accept ethnic partition.

17 June 1993: Owen said the Vance-Owen plan was dead, telling a news conference the war has gone too
far for an honourable solution.

12 July 1993: The main body of a 300-man U.S. troop unit arrived in Macedonia. Shdllskilled 12 at a
commundal tap in the Dobrinja suburb of Sargevo.

27 July 1993: A find attempt at peace talks began in Geneva, where Serbs and Croats expressed support
for the mediators proposa to create anew ‘union’ of three ethnic mini-states.

30 July 1993: Izetbegovic agreed to congtitutiona proposals for the 'union,’ pending parliament's approval.
The talks turned to borders.

2 August 1993: Izetbegovic began a fresh boycott of the peace talks, making his return conditiona on Serb
withdrawa from two drategic mountains over Sargjevo.

16 Aug 1993: Mediators announced a tentative accord to place Sargevo under U.N. control after the fina
peace settlement. | zetbegovic said he now accepted the partition of Bosnia.

September 1993: Serb, Croat, and M oslem leaders tentatively agreed to split Bosniainto a union of three
ethnic republics. But, the M oslem assembly regjected it as arecipe for M oslem isolation.

27 September 1993: Maverick M oslem leader Fikret Abdic declared the Bihac enclave in northwest
Bosnia autonomous from Sargevo.

28 September 1993: |zetbegovic ordered the army to quel rebel M oslems.

29 September 1993: The Bosnian M oslem parliament regjected the proposed peace ded, demanding the
return of land and access to the Adriatic.

21 October 1993: Rebd M oslem leader Abdic signed dliance pactsfor his province with Croats and
Serbs.

25 October 1993: The U.N. found evidence that Croat soldiers committed a massacrein the M oslem
village of Stupni Do in central Bosnia

26 October 1993: The Bosnian government cracked down on a crime ring within the Bosnian army. One

hundred forty-six soldiers were arrested under suspicion and one of two ring leaders was killed in a shoot-
out in Sargjevo.
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4 November 1993: The M oslem-led army captured the town of Varesin an offensve againgt Croat forces
in central Bosnia.

18 November 1993: All three combatants pledged to dlow safe passage for aid convoysin Bosniain U.N.-
mediated discussions.

3 December 1993: |zetbegovic returned from four days of Geneva peace talks and said little was achieved.
He opposed the split of Sargevo.

11 December 1993: EC foreign minigters invited the warring parties and presidents of Serbia, Croatiaand
Montenegro to Brussdls for peace talks on December 22.

21 December 1993: Mediators Owen and Thorvad Stoltenberg, who took over from Vance, scheduled a
new round of top-level peace talksin Geneva

Croatian Presdent Franjo Tudjman said in Genevathat Serbs and Croats had reached agreement on a
new Bosnian map which would satisfy M oslem demands for athird of the territory of Bosnia

5 Jan 1994 : The Commander of U.N. forcesin Bosnia, Belgian Generd Francis Briquemont, a stern critic
of the U.N.'s Bosnia palicy, quit--officialy because of exhaudtion. British Generd Sir Michael Rose, a
specia forces veteran, was named as his successor.

11 January 1994: NATO warned Serbs of air strikes if Tuzla airport was not opened.

18 January 1994: - NATO leaders extend athreet of air strikes to include forcing Bosnian Serbsto alow
the opening of Tuzla airport and the rotation of Canadian troops out of Srebrenica.

18 January 1994: The Commander of U.N. troopsin the former Y ugodavia, French Generd Jean Cat,
was sacked after openly disagreeing with Boutros-Ghali over air strikes.

19 January 1994: Yugodaviaand Croatia agreed to normaise ties. Bosnian Serbsand Croats signed a
smilar pact. Taks between Serbs, M oslems and Cr oats on ending the war in Bosnia achieved nothing as
Bosnia's M uslim-led Government rejected the proposed division of Bosnia

24 January 1994: The Internationa Olympic Committee gppeded for truce from February 5 to March 6, to
cover the period of the Winter Gamesin Lillehammer.

2 February 1994: Croatia had up to 5,000 regular troops in Bosnia, according to UN Secretary General
Boutros-Ghdli.

3 February 1994: The U.N. Security Council gave Cr oatia two weeks to begin pulling its troops out of
Bosnia or face possible economic sanctions.

4 February 1994: Mortar bombs killed nine people in afood queue in Ser b-besieged Sargjevo.

8 February 1994: Croatian Presdent Franjo Tudjman, under threat of U.N. sanctions for waging a proxy
war of expanson againgt M oslems, sacked Boban as an obstacle to peace talks.
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23 February 1994: Bosnian Croat and M oslem forces agreed to a general ceasefire under U.N. auspices
in Zagreb.

25 February 1994: The Truce took effect.

1 March 1994 Croatian, Bosnian Croat and M oslem representatives sgned a U.S.-brokered preliminary
agreement in Washington on establishing a federation confederally linked to Croatia

13 March 1994: Bosnian M oslems and Cr oats ended 10 days of follow-up talksin Viennawith
agreement on condtitutiona details of afederation.

18 Mar ch 1994: Tudjman and Bosnian M oslem President Alija |zetbegovic formaly sgned an agreement
at aWashington ceremony presided over by U.S. President Bill Clinton.

Late July 1994: Bosniaand Cr oatia agreed to accept a U.N.-proposed partition of Bosniawhich would
leave 49% of Bosnia under control of Bosnian Serbs, and the rest under M uslim-Cr oat control. Fighting
continued as the Bosnian Ser bs refused to accept the plan and threatened to escalate the war further.
Moves by Bosnian Serbs to reimpose the siege of Sargjevo were met with internationa opposition, including
pressure from Ser bia to accept the plan.

2 August 1994: Serbiaformaly disavowed support and even threatened Bosnian Ser b leaders for their
refusal to accept the partition plan.

Update 06/05/99

8 August 1994: The Bosnian Serbs assembly regjects the latest internationa peace plan for Bosniaand
invites its people to back the decision in a referendum. The referendum is scheduled for August 27 & 28.
(The Herdd)

9 August 1994: Bosnian Ser bs receive an ultimatum handed down by UNPROFOR commander Michad
Rose saying that they have to move three artillery pieces out of the security zone around Sargjevo until
midnight or face having them blasted by NATO airdtrikes (Evening Standard).

26 September 1994: Security Council condemns the Bosnian Serbs ethnic cleansing and imposes
economic sanctions on the Bosnian-Ser b controlled part of Bosnia(Federad News Service). The Council
resolves that Ser bs should freeze financia assets held in their countries by Bosnian Serbs or entities under
their control (Federd Information Systems Corporation).

November 1994: Fighting with Bosnian Muslim and Croat forces dlied againg Serbs and a renegade
Muslim enclave escdated around Bihac, in the northern part of Bosnia dong the Croatian border. During
the next few months, Muslim and Cr oat forces briefly achieved some of their greatest battlefield victories
and temporarily drove Serbs out of the area, creating the "Bihac pocket” which remained surrounded by
Ser b-hdd territory. Fighting in this area continued even throughout the winter, when fighting in most other
areas of Bosnia subsides during a four-month ceasefire.(the latest from Steven Kurth's chronology)
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22 November 1994: Presdent Clinton says, the US would no longer enforce the arms embargo which
denies the Bosnians the right to defend themsdveg(Daily Mall).

24 November 1994: Bosnian Prime Minister Haris Silgdzic demands NATO airstrikes againgt Serb
artillery firing on the UN protected M oslem town of Bihac in northwest Bosnia. The Bosnian Serb Army
offengve on the Bihac pocket is supported by the rebel Ser bs holding territory in neighboring Bosnia
(Reuters).

November 1994: Bosnian Serb leaders Radovan Karadzic and Serb army commander Gen.Ratko Mladic
sgn with former US president Immy Carter and UN specia envoy Y asushi Akashi a ceasefire agreement
(Reuters).

14 February 1995: The UN Crimind Tribund for the former Y ugodavia charges the Bosnian Serb
commeander of the Omarska "death camp" with genocide againgt Bosnian Mudims and Croats. It dso
indicts 20 other Serb commanders (Nassan & Suttolk edition).

14 February 1995: Bosnian Serb parliament rgects the latest peace plan put forward by the big powers.
The plan offers a 50-50 divison of Bosnia between a M uslim-Cr oat confederation and the Bosnian Serbs
who hold some 70% of the land (The Herad).

8 March 1995: Bosniaand Cr oatia establish military dliance to oppose rebd Serbs. The Croat-Bosnian
military pact is designed to counter agmilar pact by Serb rebelsin Bosniaand Croatia The Croatian-
Bosnian military pact raises concern among the UN officids and Western nations about the possibility of all-
out war if Presdent Tudjman goes through with his threat to expd the 12,000 UN peace keepers from
Croatiaon 03/31.

24 M ar ch 1995: Obsarversin Belgrade are increasangly more vocd in their clamsthat Milosevic has
dlegedly dready decided in favor of the recognition of BosniaHerzegovinaand Cr oatiawithin ther
internationa borders and that he is merely waiting for a suitable moment to announce this to the public
(BBC).

25 May 1995: NATO bombs the headquarters of the Bosnian Serbs near Pale (CNN). The Bosnian
Serbs respond by awave of UN hostage taking (The Herald: 06/12).

27 May 1995: The parliamentary spesker of the self-declared Serb Republic in Bosnia, Momcilo Krgisnik,
says that a decision by the President of Ser biato recognize Bosniawould be contrary to the interests of the
Serb nation and would directly serve the interests of the Serbs enemies (BBC).

31 May 1995: Foreign ministers of the NATO countries urge the United Nations to strengthen its crumbling
opposition in Bosniaand pledge to use the dliance's military muscle to help reinforce the beleaguered UN
forces there (International Herald Tribune).

2 June 1995: President Clinton announces his decison to commit troops to help the UN operationsin
Bosnia (The Independent).

2 June 1995: Sobodan Milosevic refuses the US brokered peace settlement to recognize Bosnian
government and release UN hogtages in exchange for the lifting of the economic sanctions imposed on
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Y ugodavia (The Herdd).

21 July 1995: The Bosnian crisis conference which takes place on 21 July shows unity among magjor
Western leaders on the Western gpproach to be adopted toward the escalating crisisin the region. Foreign
Secretary Ma com Rifkind promises 'substantial and decisive action should the Ser bs attack the so-called
'safe heaven' of Gorazde.

22 July 1995: According to andydts, the fal of Srebrenica and Zepa, and the ethnic deansing following the
fdl of Srebrenica, have destroyed the prevailing internationa gpproach to the Bosnian crisis based on
humanitarian aid and use of UN forces to maintain 'safe areas. The Bosnian conflict, believe andydts, enters
anew stage with escalated military intervention by the big Western powers (The Herad).

23 July 1995: The Bosnian Ser bs answer the West ambiguous warning to hdt their attacks on the so-caled
UN 'safe areas by renewing their assault on the eastern enclave of Zepa. Bosnian Serb military commander
Gen. Ratko Mladic warnsthat hisforceis prepared to seize other UN 'safe areas in eastern Bosniataking
al of them by the autumn, unless the Bosnian troops stop launching attacks from the enclaves (The
Observer).

23 July 1995: The Situation around Bihac, continues to be tense with heavy troop build-ups by both Croats
and Serbs. The other 'safe ared, the central Bosniatown of Tuzla, currently hosts thousands of refugees
from Srebrenica and the eastern enclave of Gorazde (The Observer).

23 July 1995: Croatia agrees to a Bosnian government request for urgent military assstance, particularly in
Bihac (The Observer).

Update 6/99

7 August 1995: Cr oatias conquest of Knin on June 7 triggers an open power struggle in the pan-Ser bian
camp between the key Serb military commander, Gen.Ratko Mladic and the Bosnian Serb leader Radovan
Karadzic .

9 September 1995: The warring partiesin Bosnia agreed to a peace deal brokered by Secretary of State
Richard Holbrooke. The Bosnian Ser bs accepted for the firg time the terms of the five nation Contact
group. According to these terms, Serbs should receive 49% of territory and the M uslim/Cr oat federation
51%. The agreement on the basic principles for peace negotiations guarantee the existence of Bosnia
Herzegovina as a sngle sovereign state, but made up of two distinct entities. The agreement dlowsthe
Bosnian Serbs and Croatsto have palitica links with their ethnic parties elsewhere in the former Yugodavia
but political confederation with either sideis grictly forbidden (The Herdd).

1 November 1995: Peace talks between leaders of Serbia, Croatiaand Bosnia began in Dayton (The
Financid Times 11/02/95). The leadersinitiated an agreement designed to end 43 months of war (Agence
France Presse: 11/21/95). The leaders agreed to reconvenein Parisin early December to sign the final
documents (Deutsche Presse Agentur 11/21/95).

3 January 1996: The Bosnian government criticized NATO for falling to protect civilians from abduction by
separatist Serbs. The M oslem-led government said 16 of its citizens have been kidnapped while traveling
through the Ser b-held suburb of [lidza, to the west of the city aong roads opened by NATO forces
implementing the Bosnian peace plan. (Reuters World Service)
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31 January 1996: Bosnian parliament decided that Bosniawill be run by atrangtiona central government
by Hasan Muratovic until genera dections are held to choose the government of the Bosnian republic that
will include members from both the M oslem-Cr oat and Ser bian entities (1/31/96: Agence France Presse).

1 February 1996: An adminigtration was appointed for the M oslem-Croat hdf of Bosnia, asagepin
building the complex politica structure envisaged for the country by the Dayton peace plan. (The Reuter
European Community Report).

8 February 1996: Prime Minister Hasan Muratovic of the Bosnia's M oslem-led central government
accused the Serbs of blackmail by breaking off contacts in response to the detention of senior Serb officers
accused of war crimes. Muratovic told Reuters that the government will continue to arrest suspected war
criminals where possible, and will abide by the findings of the U.N.-gppointed war crimestribuna in The
Hague. (Reuters World Service).

9 February 1996: The mayor of the Croat part of Mostar demanded again that Mostar be the Cr oat
capita. (Times Newspaper Limited).

26 February 1996: Taks between Bosnids Prime Minister Hasan Muratovic and his Cr oatian counterpart
Zlatko Matesa amed at unblocking progress within the M oslem-Cr oat federation made some progress on
economic and legal accords firming up the federation but encountered difficulties on issues concerning arms

ddiveries (Agence France Presse).

3 March 1996: BosnianMuslim rebd Fikret Abdic formed anew party to stand in the federation
elections. (BBC)

6 March 1996: Haris Slgdzic, Bosnias former prime minister, announce his plans to run againgt President
Alijalzetbegovic in the forthcoming eections on a platform of ethnic harmony and an end to rdigioudy-
based politics (International Herald Tribune).

4 April 1996: The internationd War Crimes Tribund arraigned itsfirst top Bosnian Croat officer and, in
separate actions, condemned Serbiaand Croatia for the bloodbath that engulfed the former Yugodavia
Tihomir Blaskic, 36, agenerd officer in the Cr oatian and the Bosnian Croat armies, arrived in The Hague
on his own after the U.S. government heavily pressured Croatia to cooperate (Newsday).

9 April 1996: 3,000 to 4,000 Mudimswalked toward their homes in the Serb dominated area near Brcko
trying to put pressure on American military officersin the region to push the Ser bian authorities to comply
with the Bosnian peace agreement by alowing the refugees back home. (International Herdld Tribune).

10 April 1996: Bosnian Serb leaders said, they will not attend a reconstruction conference as part of an
overdl Bosnian delegation, and demanded separate representation (Reuters World Service).

19 April 1996: NATO officials and diplomats said, pressure is growing on NATO troopsto arrest war
crimes suspects now that Bosnias former warring parties have complied for the most part with demandsto
get their troops off the battlefiel ds (Agence France Presse).

19 April 1996: A World Bank officia said, Bosniamust build government ingtitutions and take full
advantage of $1.8 hillion in recongtruction aid pledged for 1996 if it hopes to secure additiona funding (The
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Reuters European Business Report).

8 May 1996: A trid of aBosnian Serb charged with torturing and murdering hisMuslim and Cr oat
neighbors opened before the firgt internationa war crimes tribund since the postwar judgments at
Nuremberg and Tokyo (The Washington Post).

18 May 1996: The Bosnian Serb parliament endorsed the dismissal of amoderate, Rajko Kasagic, as
Serb prime minister and backed his replacement by a little-known apparatchik, Gojko Klickovic. (Agence
France Presse).

20 May 1996: Mr Carl Bildt, the internationa peace envoy to Bosnia, said he believed Mr Radovan
Karadzic, the Bosnian Serb leader, waslosing his grip on power after he agreed to relinquish sgnificant
authority on politica, condtitutiona and other powers to his deputy, Mrs Biljana Plavac.(Financid Times).

14 June 1996: Bosnian Prime Minister Hasan Muratovic said sanctions would be imposed againgt the
Bosnian Ser bs unless hardline Serb leader Radovan Karadzic was ousted from power by July 1.(Agence
France Presse).

21 June 1996: Serb mediareported that alocal board of the Serb Democratic Party nominated Radovan
Karadzic as candidate for president of the Bosnian Serb Republic in the forthcoming dections. (The
Washington Post).

28 June 1996: US Secretary of State Warren Christopher said, G7 member states and Russia adopted an
action plan to ensure the success of Bosniasfirst post-war genera eections, set for mid-September.
(Agence France Presse)

30 June 1996: Mgor powers said hardline Bosnian Serb leader Radovan Karadzic would have to quit
immediately or face sanctions for violating the Bosnian peace agreement.(Reuters World Service)

20 July 1996: - US envoy Richard Holbrooke said that Bosnian Ser b leader Radovan Karadzic had agreed
to step down as head of his political party and give up al public duties. (The Boston Globe) Karadzic signed
an agreement pledging to step down July 19. Alexa Buha, the Bosnian Serb foreign minigter, has been
named as the new chairman of the SDS. Biljana Plavsic, the Bosnian Serb vice president, would take over
as acting president. (07/15: Facts on File World News Digest)

23 July 1996: Under US pressure on the Bosnian leadership, Bosnia and Serbiamove a step closer to
normaizing relations. Taks between a senior Bosnian delegation and top Ser bian leaderstook placein
Belgrade for the firg time since the start of the Bosnian conflict in April 1992 (Agence France Presse).

1 August 1996: U.S. Assstant Secretary of State John Kornblum said Bosnian Muslim and Croat officids
agreed on aplan to dismantle the Croat ministate known as Herzeg-Bosna. The two parties agreed to put
together an implementation plan ensuring that they would build a unified centra indtitution after the eections
scheduled for Sept. 14. (The Washington Post)

2 August 1996: The OSCE mission chief Robert Frowick said the hardline Serb party of Radovan

Karadzic could till be barred from Bosnias eectionsiif it bresks a pledge that Karadzic stays out of
campaigning.(Agence France Presse)

http:/Aww.bsos.umd.edu/cidcm/mar/bosniahtm 8/13/01



Steven Kurth, 8/28/95 Page 18 of 25

4 August 1996: The United States drew up plans for acommando raid to capture former Bosnian Serb
leader Radovan Karadzic in his Pale stronghold and ddiver him to the UN war crimes tribund in The Hague.
(Agence France Presse)

24 August 1996: The Joint Ligt of five opposition parties in Bosnia -Hercegovina sent a public gpped to the
OSCE asking it to oppose manipulation of voters by the Party of Democratic Action, the SDA whichisthe
ruingM uslim party in Bosnia -Hercegovina.(BBC)

5 September 1996: More than 2,000 supporters of the Bosnian Serb ruling party ralied in a Sargevo
suburb. With Karadzic posters and Ser b flags, supporters of the hardline Serb Democratic Party (SDS)
gathered in Dobrinja, the last Ser b-toehold in the Bosnian capital. The raly was addressed by three
candidates of the extreme nationdist party and a Serb Orthodox priest. (Agence France Presse)

16 September 1996: Provisond figures from internationa agencies monitoring the Bosnian border said that
20,000 people crossed into Serb areas along speciad secure routes. They condtituted less than 10 percent of
themainly M oslem refugees and displaced people eigible to vote in Ser b-held areas. (Agence France
Presse)

20 September 1996: The main nationdist parties that led Bosniainto war four years ago won eections for
federa and regiond parliaments. Candidates of the M oslem Party of Democratic Action (SDA), Serb
Democratic Party (SDS) and Croatian Democratic Union (HDZ) also captured three seets on anew
collective presidency in Bosnids first post-war vote on September 14. (Reuters World Service)

28 September 1996: At aforum organized by the Idamic community in Cr oatia, member of the Bosnian
Presidency and vice-president of the Bosnian federation, Ejup Ganic caled on dl Croat refugeesto
unconditionally return to centrd.(BBC)

6 October 1996: Bosnian Ser b poaliticians boycotted the inauguration of the country's new joint presidency
and parliament. (Los Angeles Times)

8 October 1996: Politicd activity other than voting was barred for soldiersin the M oslem-Cr oat
Federation (Agence France Presse).

11 November 1996: The Bosnian Serb president, Biljana Plavsic, announced the replacement of the entire
genera saff, and sworein Mgor-Generd Pero Calic as amy chief. (The Guardians) The move by Bosnian
Serb President Biljana Plavsic to fire the powerful head of her army was the latest volley in along-standing
battle between civilians and soldiers in the Bosnian Ser b leadership. Mladic, who personaly directed the
notorious ondaught on the M uslim enclave of Srebrenicalast year, was fired long with his senior deputies
over the weekend. (Los Angeles Times 11/11/96).

20 November 1996: Generd Ratko Mladic, defied dismissd as commander of the Bosnian Serb Army
with the support of his senior generas. He met President Biljana Plavsic to discuss a compromise. The
atempt to sack Mladic revived the struggle for power between Pdle, the hardliners wartime stronghold
outsde Sargevo, and the northern indudtrid city of Banja Lukawhich isthe new government seet. (Reuters
World Service)

22 November 1996: The World Bank mission director in Bosnia Rory O'Sullivan said the internationa
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community's god of spending about $ 900 million in reconstruction aid in 1996 was on track. He said, 98%
of those funds have been allocated to Bosnias M oslem-Croat Federation.( The Reuter European Business

Report)

27 February 1997: Croatian police arrested the leader of Modtar's paramilitary mafia, Mladen Naletilic,
near Split. In acoordinated action againgt organized crime, Bosnian Croat police arrested five Croat men
and issues warrants for another three. The arrests come after Western diplomats met Cr oatian government
officias and expressed their "strong concern” over the attacks on NATO-led peacekeeping troopsin
Mostar.(Reuters)

27 February 1997: Tensonsin the divided southern town of Mogtar, contested by M oslems and Cr oats
during their 1993-94 war, rose with the Croat police firing on agroup of M oslem civilians who wanted to
vigt agraveyard in the Croat part of town. (Reuters)

19 Mar ch 1997: Explosions damaged the minaret of the loca mosquein Stipanici a southern Bosnia:
Herzegovinatown settled by Croats and Mudims. The act was harshly condemned in ajoint statement by
Bosnian federation President and Bosnian Croat leader Kresmir Zubak, as well as by the Herceg-Bosna
Canton government and Tomidavgrad municipa leadership. (BBC)

8 May 1997: The UN war crimestribuna in The Hague investigating atrocitiesissued itsfirst conviction. A
Bosnian Ser b tavern owner, Dusan (Dusko) Tadic, was found guilty on 11 counts of war crimes and crimes
agang humeanity for hisrole in herding hisM uslim neighbors and other civiliansinto Ser bian prison camps
and torturing them for what the court caled their rdigion and their palitics. (Internationa Herald Tribune)

3 July 1997: Biljana Plavac dissolved the Bosnian Ser b parliament, which was dominated by hardliners,
and called for fresh dections. The hardliners headed by Krgisnik first rejected her decision, then retdiated
by caling for presdentid dections as well.(Agence France Presse)

7 July 1997: Following a bettle with hardline Ser bs who endangered her life Bosnian Serb President
Biljana Plavsic invited for a private tak one of her principa hardline foes, Momcilo Krgisnik.(Agence
France Presse)

8 July 1997: The entire Bosnian Serb military leadership met Tuesday in Banja L ukawith the President of
the Serbian Republic Biljana Plavsic. Details of the talks were not revedled. Plavac has accused the army
leadership of interfering in palitics, contravening the "laws and condtitution”. (Deutsche Presse-Agentur)

8 July 1997: Serbian President Slobodan Milosavic invited Bosnian Serb President Biljana Plavsic to meet
top hardliner Momcilo Krgjisnik in Belgrade.(Agence France Presse)

11 July 1997: The Bosnian Serb Defence Ministry expressed its support for the army's commitment to
defend the republic's interests despite efforts by Bosnian Serb President Biljana Plavac to keep the army out
of the leadership criss. A statement by the ministry said the army is obliged to get involved in politics when
the security of the republic is at stake.(BBC)

21 July 1997: Bosnian Ser b President Biljana Plavsic was thrown out of the Serb Democratic Party and

cdled on to resign. The move came after Plavsic told a German magazine she would be prepared to arrest
former Bosnian Ser b leader Radovan Karadzic.(Newsday)
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21 July 1997: Tenson in the Serb part of Bosniahasrisen since NATO raided a northwestern town on
July 10, capturing one war-crimes suspect and killing another who resisted arrest. (Newsday)

28 July 1997: Bosnian Ser b President Biljana Plavsic said that extradition of her predecessor, Radovan
Karadzic, or of any Bosnian Serb, would be uncongtitutiond. (BBC)

13 August 1997: The new NATO supreme commander for Europe, U.S. Generd Wedey Clark, caled on
suspected war criminas in Bosnia to surrender "voluntarily and soon™.(Deutsche Presse-Agentur).

22 August 1997: Bosnian Serb army leaders weighed into the palitica crisisin the Serb Republic with a
fierce attack on Presdent Biljana Plavsic and a threat to use force.(Agence France Presse)

23 August 1997: The Bosnian Serb military saff based in Bijdjinawarned Biljana Plavdc that it would
move againg her to prevent the Republika Srpska splitting in two. Biljana Plavsic has wrested control of the
Banja Luka police from officersloya to Radovan Karadzic. (The

| ndependent)

23 August 1997: The UN darted re-training Bosnian Serb policemen in Banja Lukato cregte a "non-
political” police force as part of efforts to defuse conflict within the Serb community and to consolidate a
peaceful, democratic society. (The Independent)

28 August 1997: Bosnian Ser b president Biljana Plavaic inaugurated her new political party. (Agence
France Presse)

29 August 1997: The U.S.-led NATO dliance moved troopsinto Brcko and four other towns on behaf of
Bosnian Presdent Biljana Plavac. With NATO backing, Plavsic has now split the ethnic Serb entity in two,
and can claim to control haf the army’s generd dtaff, some of the news media and something under haf the
territory.(Newsday)

12 September 1997: After successfully averting a Ser b boycott of Bosnian municipa dections, western
mediators put pressure on Franjo Tudjman, the Cr oatian president, to make surethe main Croat party took
part aswell. A decison by the Serb Democratic Party not to boycott the eections followed talksin
Belgrade between Mr Westendorp and Slobodan Milosevic, the Yugodav president. Bosnias first loca
elections for saven years, cost $14m and were monitored by 2,500 observers. (Financid Times)

15 September 1997: Opposition parties who support Bosnian Serb President Biljana Plavsic beat her
ultranationdigt rivasin her sronghold. Meanwhile, the hardline Serb Democratic Party (SDS), which

wanted to oust Plavsic from power, was leading in its own stronghold of Palein eastern Bosnia but lost votes
to another extreme right-wing party. The locd eections were expected to determine which Serb faction
would wield the upper hand in atwo-month power struggle which has threatened to split the Bosnian Serb
entity.(Agence France Presse)

15 September 1997: Thousands of refugees streamed across Bosnids former front lines to stake their
damsto return to the homes they were expeled from during the civil war. In ahuge protest againgt Bosnids
ethnic partition by nationdists, many traveled and queued for hours to vote for loca councilsin places where
they once lived.(The daily Telegraph)
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24 September 1997: Bosnian Serb President Biljana Plavaic and her hardline rivdl Momcilo Krgisnik
agreed to dectionsin order to end their long-running power struggle and test their respective backing. The
two rivas agreed to hold legidative and presidential eections on November 15 in the Serb state. Additiona
elections were held on December 7 for Krgjisnik's seat on Bosnids tri-partite presidency. (Agence France
Presse)

22 November 1997: Votersin the Serb-run haf of Bosniawent to the polls, supervised by the internationd
community, in an attempt to end a deep power struggle that has split Republika Srpska (RS). The vote on
November 22 and 23, supervised by the OSCE, led to the dection of 83 members of parliament through a
system of proportiona representation. Forty-nine parties, coalitions and independent candidates ran in the
election. (Agence France Presse).

3 December 1997: The prdiminary results of the eections in the Ser bian-controlled haf of Bosnia -
Herzegovinaindicated that Karadzic's Ser bian Democratic Party and its dliesin the Ser bian Radica Party
would not win enough seats to control the 83-member legidature. Until now, hardliners have used thelr
comfortable mgority in Parliament to obstruct the U.S.- mediated peace plan for Bosnia and to chalenge
Presdent Biljana Plavsic, who is strongly supported by the West. (Internationa Herald Tribune).

29 December 1997: Bosnian Ser b President Biljana Plavsic nominated economics professor Mladen
Ivanic as premier-designate. Plavsic addressed the inaugura session of the new Bosnian Serb parliament on
27th December (BBC).

19 January 1998: Deputies of the Bosnian Serb Republic People's Assembly, who supported President
Biljana Plavsic, dected anew cabinet led by Milorad Dodik. (BBC) Dodik, whose party of |ndependent
Socia Democrats has only two delegatesin the 83-seat Bosnian Serb parliament, was ableto form a
government of nationa unity with the support of M oslem representatives. (01/19/98 Financia Times).

20 January 1998: Bilijana Plavac nominated Milorad Dodik as Prime Minigter dect of the new Serb
Republic government. (BBC)

16 February 1998: German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinke urged former Bosnian Ser b leader and war
crimes suspect Radovan Karadzic to surrender to the Internationd Crimind Tribund for former Yugodavia
(Agence France Presse)

25 February 1998: The top internationa envoy to Bosnia criticized the mgor nationdist parties
overwhelming influence in politics, saying there was more pluralism in the country's Serb -run entity than in its
M oslem-Croat Federation.(Agence France Presse)

3 March 1998: Bosnian Serb Prime Minister Milorad Dodik said that his government has accomplished
more in amonth than the previous government achieved in two years. He says that the internationa
community's attitude towards the Ser bs had changed because he and President Biljana Plavsic are
cooperating, ingtead of obgtructing, the implementation of the Dayton Agreement. (BBC)

14 Mar ch 1998: Bosnian Serb President Biljana Plavsic said sheis prepared to stand again as president in
the next dections, which she expects will take place under OSCE regulations. She also said that she had not
been maintaining contact with her rivalsin Pde, Bosnian Serb leader Momcilo Krgisnik and the former
Bosnian Ser b ruling party - who have frequently objected to OSCE eection regulations. (BBC)

http:/Aww.bsos.umd.edu/cidcm/mar/bosniahtm 8/13/01



Steven Kurth, 8/28/95 Page 22 of 25

23 March 1998: Bosnian Serb Prime Minister Milorad Dodik says that the future of the republic depends
on the full implementation of the Dayton Agreement. He aso made clear that Brcko, currently under
international supervison, was "the main god of the Serb Republic” and that he would resgn if the town was
not given to the Serb side. (BBC)

3 April 1998: NATO's hdlicopters, dozens of tanks and armored cars, and 500 troops were sent into the
Bosnian village of Pae and surrounded the heedquarters of Radovan Karadzic, in an attempt to push him to
surrender to the Hague tribund. (The Guardian)

28 April 1998: Internationd officiads pushed Bosniaand Croatiato do more in repatriating the many
remaining refugees of the 1991-95 Badkan conflicts. The officids said these countries must do so despite a
disturbing upsurge in violent incidents aimed at blocking refugee returns. (Agence France Presse)

28 April 1998: Up to 50,000 Croatian Ser b refugees were insgde Bosnia, hoping to be able to go back to
thelr native Krginaregion. In northern Bosnia Serbs and M oslems blocked a busy highway asthey
accused each other of carrying out aweekend grenade attack.(Agence France Presse)

3 June 1998: A new party, the BosniaHerzegovina Cr oatian Democratic Union was founded by Kresimir
Zubak, the Croat member of Bosnias joint presidency. Zubak says, the new political party would back
Bosnid's peace process, but not at the expense of those it aims to represent. The new party was created out
of the Croatian Democratic Union (HDZ), set up in 1990, and intends to contest the September 12-13
elections. (Agence France Presse)

6 June 1998: A Sargevo dally commented that the split in the main Bosnian Croat party - the Bosnian
wing of Croatias ruling HDZ - broke the monolithic power it has wielded since before war broke out it
1992. The daly says, Bosnian Croat leader Kresmir Zubak's supporters form the moderate "pro-Bosnian™
faction of the HDZ, while the pro-Zagreb faction is based in the southern Hercegovinaregion.(BBC)

12 June 1998: Presdent Alijalzetbegovic announced that he will run for another term in Bosnids inter-
ethnic presidency when elections take place on September 12-13.(Agence France Presse)

19 June 1998: Ddegates of the Croat Nationa Union (HNZ) cdled dl Croat partiesto join the Croat
Demoacratic Alliance in order to achieve better success at the forthcoming eections,(BBC)

19 July 1998: The Chairman of the New Croat Initiative NHI , Kresmir Zubak said that by unambiguoudy
supporting the return of refugees and displaced persons and the condtitutive status of Cr oats throughout
Bosnia-Hercegoving, his party has become a politica threat to the monopoly of the Croatian Democratic
Union HDZ - the Croatian and the Bosnian Cr oat ruling party (BBC)

2 September 1998: The leader of the ruling Cr oatian Democratic Union of Bosnia-Herzegovina and the
defence minigter of the federation of B-H, Ante-Jdlavic said at an dection rdly attended by 5,000
participants at the center of Capljinathat his party supported the Dayton peace agreement and added that
the freedom and sovereignty of Bosnian Croats would remain the party's ultimate god (BBC).

7 September 1998: The OSCE remove 4 HDZ candidates from canton eection list because of dleged
biased reports on the Croatian Radio-TV (BBC).
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8 September 1998: The New Croat initiative NHI party founded by Bosnian-Cr oat member of
Presidency of BosniaHerzegovina Kresmir Zubak said that it was unable to hold an éection rdly in the
southern Bosnian town of Mostar. The NHI said that the Cr oatian Democratic Union HDZ - the Bosnian
Croat and the Croatian ruling party of Bosnia-Herzegovina, hampered his party's activities(BBC)

14 September 1998: Bosnias second post-war national elections took place 13 and 14 September.(The
Scotsman)

26 September 1998: Election results confirmed the victory of the extreme nationdist candideate Nikola
Poplasen as president of the Bosnian Serb Republic. Ante Zelovic, the leeder of Bosnias branch of
Croatids ruling nationdist party, was elected as the Cr oatian member of the Bosnian Presidency. The
Muslim member of the Presidency remained Alija | zetbegovic who favors strong national government.(The
New York Times)

21 October 1998: MirzaHagric, an aide to Mr.lzetbegovic said that Sargevo st itsdlf the god of wooing
back 20,000 non-M uslim refugeesthis year. Mr.Hijric admitted that fewer than haf this number were likely
to return to Sargevo. But he complained that far fewer ethnic minorities were returning to Serb-, or Croat
held territory than to Muslem controlled areas, which were absorbing 80% of al refugees (Financid Times),

28 December 1998: Bosnidstwo main socia democratic parties merged in order to confront their
dominant nationdist rivas in upcoming locd eections. The new party which unlike its rivals eschews palitics
along ethnic lines took the name SDP-BiH. (Agence France Prese)

31 December 1998: The US and its European dlies which oversaw Bosnian palitics rgjected Dragan
Kdinik as Presdent Poplasen's nomination for premier. (Agence France Presse)

9 March, 1999: Internationa representatives in Bosnia-Herzegovina dismissed on March 5 the Serb
republic's president Nikola Poplasen after he refused to permanently appoint the pro-Western caretaker
prime-minister Milorad Dodik.(Inter Press Service)

9 March 1999: The internationa community's top representative in Bosnia Carlos Westendrop announced
plans to place the key town of Brcko under neutra control. The move was immediately rejected by the
Bosnian Ser b parliament. The parliament also regjected the sacking of Poplasen. Westendorp said the
decision to remove Poplasen was 'fina and irrevocable' but he was prepared to discuss the decision to make
Brcko a neutrd didrict. A handful of smal demonstrations passed without violence. (Inter Press Service)

Risk Assessment

Two digtinct periods stand out in areview of the state of human and collective rightsin Bosnia, beginning
August 1994 and ending July 1999. The firgt period outlines war-related human and collective rights abuses
in the final war year, that isfrom August '94 through November '95. Reports from this period do not differ
subgtantialy from previous reports on ‘ethnic cleansing’, massacres and mistrestment of civilians. Thus
reports of 1995 reved the most terrifying massacre in the Bosnian war, assessed by Richard Holbrooke as
"the biggest sngle mass murder in Europe since World War 11", the capture of Srebrenica by the Bosnian
Ser bs and the follow-up execution of thousands of M udims, which caused the change of the prevailing
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humanitarian aid strategy adopted to the Bosnian crigs by the internationd community and led to the active
NATO'sinvolvement in awar againg the Bosnian Serbs.

The second period reflects the situation of the three ethnic groups, the Ser bs, the Croats and the Mudims,
within the political framework of confederated Bosnia set up in late 1995 by the Dayton peace accord.
Reports of 1996, 1997, 1998 and 1999 point to problems of mutual accommodation of the ethnic groups
and the uneasy process of building of a multiethnic democracy. The links that binds these two digtinct periods
are the principles of the Dayton Peace.

To some andysts the Dayton Peace Accord may seem to sanction the policy of ethnic cleansing, asit draws
internal confederal boundaries along ethnic lines and carves up Bosniaiinto two parts, the M oslem-Cr oat
federation and the Bosnian Ser b republic. However, the Dayton agreement guarantees the existence of
Bosnia-Herzegovina as asingle sovereign state, within which the Bosnian Serbs and Croats are alowed to
have palitica linkswith their ethnic parties dsewhere in the former Y ugodavia Politica confederation with
dther sdeisdrictly forbidden.

The firgt problem with the arrangement is the gpparent reluctance on behdf of the authoritiesin both parts of
Bosnig, - the Serb republic, and the Muslim-Croat federation -, to accept back and accommodate
returning refugees. According to aidesto Alialzetbegovic, few ethnic minorities are returning to the Serb
and Croat controlled areas. The most serious refugee problem is M oslem returnees to the Serb dominated
areanear Brcko, who on severa occasionsin 1996 and 1997, unsuccessfully attempted to get back home,
The problem with the internd refugee flows in Bosniaiis additiondly complicated by the nearly 50,000
Croatian Ser b refugees resding in Bosniawho expect to be able to return back soon to their native Krgina
region in neighboring Cr oatia.

The second problem which Bosnian ethnic groups experience a present is the till exigting inter-ethnic
tension between Serbs and Mudims, Croats and Mudims, and Serbs and Croats. From 1995 through
1999 there have been incidents such as Ser b refugees protesting againgt the planned return of Bosnian
Mudims, M udims launching grenade attacks on Ser bian villages, extremist groups of the Bosnian Cr oats
carrying out atacks on the Army of Bosnia-Herzegoving, and claims that only Serbs and Croats have been
indicted by The Hague Tribund.

The third problem which the Bosnian multiethnic community is expected to solve is the building of multiethnic
democratic inditutions. Although this problem is equaly important for both halves of Bosnia, it is more
seriousin the M uslim-Croat federation. Both communitiesin this part of the country have been trying snce
the 1996 eections to cooperate on the implementation of a plan to build unified centrd ingtitutions, and
dismantle the Croat ministate known as Herzeg-Bosnia. While many political agreements on this question
have been achieved, problems il remain. A specid problem with the building of new inditutions is the status
of two Bosnian cities, - Brcko in the Serb republic; and Mostar in the M uslim-Croat federation. Both of
these cities have specid importance for the two parts of post-Dayton Bosnia. The arrangement of their status
Islikely to continue to inflame inter-ethnic tenson.

The outcomes of the 1998 presidentia and parliamentary dections which displayed an overwhelming
support for the nationdist partiesin the republic do not promise afast or easy solution to the inter-ethnic
problems outlined above. It isvery likely that during the next eectora period, Bosniawill continue to
experience inter-ethnic conflicts. While the equdity of the three ethnic groups has been established
indtitutiondly, the group which is most victimized appears to be the Bosnian Mudims. The refugee problem
islikely to remain unresolved, with the officid authorities cregting adminigtrative problems and retarding the
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process of refugees return and accommodation. Accordingly, the internationd supervison and mediation will
continue to play an important role in the Bosnian political process and especidly in the point of building of
democratic multi-ethnic indtitutions.
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