United States Department of Stat,

Bure Ak peinsc sy, HEdiad
Rights and Labor Affairs

July 2, 1998

U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service
Forensic Document Laboratory '
800 West Park Dnive

Suite 325
McLean, Virginia 22102

Attn: Mr, William MeCarthy
Senior Docurnent Analyst

Subject: Verificalion of claims of membership in Cameroon’s
.Social Democratic Front

Dear Mr. McCarlhy:

Encloscd please find a 24-page document catitled “Abuse of membership of the Social
Democratic Front {SDT) by asylum seckers,” which was sent {o the American
Ambassador o Camerson on May 30 by the Sccrctary General of Cameroon's Social
Democralic Front (SDF), the Jargest and most active apposilion party in Cameroon,

The leadership of the SDF appears to have prepared and submitied this document to
various erubassies in Cameroon at its own iniliative, evidently believing that many
Cameroonians have been granted asylum in the Uniled States and European countries
based on spurious claims of membership in the SDF and of porsccution in connection
with SDF membership. The American Embassy in Cameroon and this office belteve that
lhis document may enable your laboratory Lo kelp INS asylum cifices and the Executive
Office [or Immigration Revizsw in their adjudication of the growing volume ol asylum
claims by Cameroonians claiming to fear persecution by the Government of Cameroon
because of their membership in or activities in support of the SDE.

We have senl a eopy of e enclosed SDF document to the Dircctor of the INS Central
Asylum Office, and have urged him Lo consider sending copies of the enclosed SDF
document to INS Asylum Qffices and INS District Counsel affices nationwide.

f T
" Sincerely, e
P T

Fs
~

Wilklizm M. Bartietl, Director
Office of Asylum Alfairs
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Enclosure: “Abuse of membership in the Social Democratic Front (SDF) by asylum
seekers,” with 30 May 1998 covering letter to the US Ambassadar from SDF

Secretary General T, Asonganyi

Ch

Cc: (1) Mr. Jeff Weiss, Director
INS Central Asylum Office, Washington, D.C,

(2) The Honorable
Ambassador Charles H, Twining
American Embassy Cameroon
c/o Office of Central African Affairs
Bureau of African Affairs
U'S. Department of State



REPUALES OF CALEROCH REPUBLIGUE OF CAMERDUN
sSOCIAL DEMOGCRATIC ERONT FRONT 8QCIAL DEMOCRAT](

DEMOCRACY-JUSTICE-DEVELOPMENT
(POLITICAL PARYY)

DEMOCRATYIE-JUSTICE-DEVELOR

JPRENME
(PARTL_POLITIQUE)

NATIONAL SECRETARIAT SECRETARIAT HATIONA| ¢ ~
P. 0. BOX 85 OR 450 BAMENDA _ B. P.83 QU 490 BAMENDA,
MEZAM DIVISION, NORTHWEST PROVINCE DEPARTEMENT DU MEZAM, PROW\D{E
Tel. {237) 36-39-49 - S D F HORD-QUEST

Fax. (237) 36-28-91

Ref______ [SDFENS/ Yaounde, 30 May 1958,

To: His Excellency The US Ambassador,
US Embassy,
Yaounde,

Subject; Abuse of membership of the SDF by asylum seekers. .

Your Excellency,

Please, find enclosed, a copy of a document we have wintten to guide your
services on the subject of political asylum. We do hope that we will be able to
send yau a comprehensive list of persons who have been arrested, tortured,
locked up or sufered any other injustices because of their activitics in the SDF
since 1990. We are confident that you will not hesitate to help us to achieve this,

We also enclose samples of the membership cards that we have issued in
the past. These will no doubt help you to easily identify some of the false cards
tha* are shown around as proof of membership of the SDT.

VWhile hoping that th's document will be of usz, we wish to assure you tha
we remain 2t your disposal should vou want to verify some information on thes«

551135,

Please, accept our very best wishes.

encl - as indicated.
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ABUSE OF MEMBERSHIP OF THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC
FRONT (SDF’) BY ASYLUM SEEKERS

For some time now, many emhassies in Yaounde and immigration officers
in various countries around the world have been asking information from the SDF
on the validity of some information supplied by some Cameroonians secking
political asylum in thc countries. These persons usually claim that they are
seeking political asylum because their activilies as members of the SDF has led to
their suffering political persecution in Cameroon.

From 1991, the SDF started to computerise SDF membership and incidents
of arrest, torture, detention in police cells and imprisonment of SDF members for
their political activities, but this project was unfortunately nipped in the bud by
the political police of the regime who broke into the offices of the SDF in
Bamenda in October 1992, These intruders armrested the SDEF stalf and officials
who were in the office and scized computer hard and soft ware, printers and other
accessories and caused considerable destruction in the process. In spite of the
legal action we instituted, we have never recovered the equipment.

Since then, the SDT has been permanently on its feet, fighting so many
injustices, and has so far not had time to start the process of computerisation
apain, This means that most of the information asked {rom the SDF about
assylum seckers is usually got through on-the-spol checking in the various
structures of the Party. Physical displacement of SDF slafT is usually inevitable.
This is because masl structures are not connected to modermn communication
facilities; most of those that are prviledged to be connected 10 telephones have
very unreliable systems.

From the exchanpes between us and various Embassies and immigraiic:”
officers of various countries and the little research we have done so far, we not¢
that most of the persons that are usuzally the subject of these cnquiries have very
fertile minds. If vigorous action is not taker, it will soon be impossible to
distinguish those with a well founded fear of persecution from those who just
want to exploit blatant loophaoles.

Most asylum seekers flee violence, disorder and poverty in their countmes
If we do not act vigorously, the flurry of documents being sent around witi
confuse us and we Will soon be unable to distinguish those who are escaping fro™
real need from those who use their fertile minds to concoct documents to attract
sympathy.
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And with time, this abuse of SDF status will no doubt tarnish the Image of
the SDF!

Therefore, in order to treat the problem of misusing SDF documents, real

or false, we have decided to assemble comprehensive information on all those
arrested, tortured and locked up in police cells or imprisoned because of their
political activities, especially in the SDF, from 1990 till date. To achieve this, all
struetures of the SDF will be visited to collect this information through interviews
and exploitation of party documents, This will allow us to get the names, date of
arvest, torture, imprisonment, (for how long, where, why), present activities, etc
of persons who have suffered any of these. This information will be used to
prepare a reference document that authorities concerned with treating ﬁlcs from
asylum seekers can use 10 casily separate the truth from lies.

The essence of this document is not {o deny that the absence of the Rule of
Law, the generally oppressive political environment caused by bad governance,
daily abuse of Human Rights and Freedoms, a2 failed and chaolic education
system and the total absence of a legal framework for economic operators in a
country where judges seek the opinion of the executive before they pass
judgements, all compound to force thousands of Cameroonians to scek refuge
somewhere clse. Rather, the thrust of this document is to deal with the problem of
using false SDF membership status to escape from this oppressive environment,

As a preliminary, preventive measure, we present here a study done for the
SDF by an NGO, the SOCIAL ADVANCEMENT MOULD (SAM). This
brings out some of the tricks used by « clever » Cameroonians secking assylum to
link their fate to the SDF. It is haped that this information will at least aid thosc
who work in this area to remain ah,rt and to C"Sll) detect false information,

1. EMBLEM OF THE SDT:

The emblem of the SDTF is a scale placed on a ballot box wath a
backpround of green tropical landscape.

This emblem appears on the headed paper of the Party, on the officia!
stamps and official documents of the Party (Party cards, the Constitution, the
Manifesto, etc.).

It 2ppears that some assylum seckers or their associates have scanned this
emblem into their computers and use it to produced headed papers which they use
to fabricate false recommendations and other documents said to be from the SDF
These impostors also carve their own stamps bearing the Party emblem!
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2.0RGANS/STRUCTURES OF THE PARTY:

The SDF has five structures, namely:

English _ French
The Ward La Cellule
The Electoral District La Circonscripion Electorale
The Divisional Coordination La Coordination Départementale
The Province La Province

The National Les Nationaux

~ It is important to note that these structures are different from those of the
CPDM which are:

The Cell Comité de Base
The sub-Scction : La sous-Scction
The Sectbon La Section

The Central Commiltee Le Comité Central

Those who arc NOT members of the SDF usually confuse these and clain
that they arc in an SDF Cell (instead of Ward!) or an SDF Comité de Basc
(instead of Cellule!) as the following letter concocted from Douzla shows.



Fax send By~ 3z 2 2655312 CPRR-UBC 4 fd-SR4 3784790 14326 Pgi 2

oo 00 YO0 1104k &t bra

noT 4T 02 4D 10

A

' \' TR e |"-\!_\_'|1;!(|1u'\ SRR n){.,.i;i e MERUE N ‘I)
- SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC ERONT FRONT SOCIAL DE .
DEMOCRACY I STICEDREVELOPAEN PURNERN '.l%?lii%t?ﬁﬁl%ﬁ&&t-q\}lj-% :
[ POLITICAL PARTY gP}:‘RT] .er”QUE) =
Perwiinie! imitee oof Linuesl Copueta Prvvaeal o Limanld
Drannla . O maade
! A l'atiention de Muiteo
. Luc Cambier-Avocel
N/Ref: 2)/SDFALTDISG - Rue J.B Meunfer 22
ViRef: . - 1180 Bruxalles
Belgique

Qblet - Réponse & volre {ax

Cher Mailre,

En dute du 05/01/1996, e Seeréiariat & U'orpanisation do notre peri & re¢U per
imermédieire de san 2¢ seceélaire adjolnt M. Moukate Gerrnain volre fax nous informant de
i situation des camarsdes militants Y ' o -

' ' - Situation relative } leur demunde &7 asile politiquc en Relgique 4ul
vous te dites, & 61é debouto par I'uitorite compétente en fa matidie, Vout nous demendez &
cet cifet, quelques preuves pouvant vous Wlder & lever cetto décision ge refur de
reconnaisance do nos camareder. .., vos clients ch-entre €1 autres une lirte dos membres du
pami vietimes des tartures, sévices o disparition Vii-d-vie du réglme diciatonial de M. Biye,

) Er cffet i et de nolre devolr, au nom du droit de protection de nos pulitnts, €U soucl
de justice, de liboc et de démocratie G vous fuire sevoir ce qut suit.

D aprés investigation d'ure déligation du buread provincial du ftiore} du 5DF, aupres
¢z ses difTérents comités éc base, ! rescort gue les coaredes militents 6074 fed nomy swivent,
sont; - Portés ifparyt

- Déctdir de suite de torturet

_ B exit pour des craintes fondts de persérution

- ETn prisen, _
¢t ceuxeci ot classés dans de [ichier. & Membres de SDF. martyrs de Juliberid Lnéc 93 pout
le Tittaral, »

GREVE GENERALE DE FIN AQUT 93

1T
_ fcan Baoptiste Kouks (comité de hase de new.bell ceRtre)
. Guillsurae Mapé {comité dc bese d¢ youpoué)
. Aurclien Mboulad (coruié de base de new.bell bassa)
. Genowiéve Kuissi {comité debese bonzmoussedi)
. Guy Loko (comité de basc de ngodl-akwa)
. Claudz Lombo (comite de boke de beli)
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T © 2y Dicéd iy de suite dg torfures

- Thierry Dooh (comiitd de base'de bonamousng)

- Emmasuel Blaka (comité de base de lu cité des palmiers)
- Gaspard Dissoh (cpmhé de base de banedibong}

« Dieudonad Dika (comité de base de bépande)

. Aristide Mbem (contié de base de cit€ 5ic)

- Blaiie Magnany (coojié de base de maképt)

- Emilo Kouekam {comité de bse de ndogbong)

_« Eric Pussy (comité de base de deido)

3)- En _exil pour cepintes fond(et de prryécytion
-~ Louiy Mangaus {comité de base de ndokoti)
- Parfait Mambingo (comitd de buse de bonubéri)
- Charies Bermard Bwane (comité de base de Jeméa-bali 1) ot
. Amima Chetou (comilé de bate de nkomba)
: - Ajchs Mouto {comité de base de nkomonda)
- Jeon Fruncis Njob-Njoh (comité de base de ngodi-tkwa)
- Vivitne Wangs (cornitd de base de bonapriso)
- Abuberk Njifoutahouo {camité de brse da new-bell kagsalafam)
- Beenudente Ngondedi (comitd de base de njokanabi}
- Serge Penbibiou (comitd do biaxe new-bell}
- Luc Folefack (comité de base mabanda)

4)- Lo nrison
~ Julea Mouen (comitd de bee de nkwe)

N . Pescal kounkan (comité de base de madagascar)
- Elise Ngo Ngut (comité de base de le eitc sic)
- Jean Georges Ndembi (comié de base de koumassi)

Aynz f2it uns sélection des miiitents gqui n'omt €ié concernds que pat la gréve de fin Aol
1993 danc Je vitio de Dounlp, cetta linte wct foin €'d1re exhoustive,

Quznt & b situalion actuelle de nos mililants par (APPOTL &Y rdgime de M, Biya, flest 2
noter qu'elle 1'a jamals cessée d'ére eritque €f phas grave eacore, Jorsqu'il #agi c'un
evenement politique de grande enverguro, comme & fut particulitrement le cas pout ce mois
dc janvicr; mois des glections municipeles ici su Cameroun.

En réatité Maltre, fa sirution socio-politique depuis quastment 1990, estun vértable
désastre... ol honnétement, 't honte de le dire. Etj'ose croire que n'edt €18 I marurité du
peuple camerountis et |cs polutions mises en oeuvre par certains partis d'opposition pous
protéger leurs mifitants en dunger{cachettes, fuiles, eic...) nous serons e bord d'une
hécntombe, Car, éirc oppossal ay Cameroun estunc vinlable galére,., Notre pays est
itlustiration eloquente e i'echze de o démocrallsation cn Afrigue, tent il est démeontrable que
les dirigeants en place fuient tout dbat, ne sz complaisant gu'sux lortures, perséeutiony €t
sulres actes dictatofiaux. L'image recurrente de ces contectations, n'cst bien 50r, gue celle de

nes courageux militents od qu'ils se trouvents en pnsen, en ex)l, ou méme dans leur tombe,

L]
[}

@owul {0 the .‘:Dﬂofa[; ' :.Ifj:.:u.uuit au ‘_pt*'—i)l-‘L
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T " C'ent pourquoi Madlse, je vous soral grd de falre valoir le sdrieux £1 |'fnminence du

danger de vos clients, nos mililents, si jamals leur cetour &t envisage. Cas, icl su Camerowmn
en mabéce de pertdovtion et d'amrestanion, les rebonditserments, les paaassmts sont devenus
< monodis courama b,

“Tout en fosant & votre entitre disposit
comsidirations fes meillewres, ’

on. nous yous priont de croire cher Malre nos

Fait L Douata 12 08 Février 1596
Le Secrétariut provincial
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Aldthough the headed paper used here has lhe emblem of the Party, it
seems 10 have been produced for the purpose of this letier. It bears «Provincial
Commitiee of the Littoral » and « Comité Provincial du Littoral » instead of
« Provincial Executive Commiticew and « Comité Executf Provincial », The
letter ends with « Le Scerétaire Provincial, Le 5.G., Moulema », 5.G. refers 1o
Secrétaire Général, which is very different from « Secrétaire Provinciaté », The
letter talks about « Comité de base » instead of Ward and the area names (New

Bell centre, Yaupaué, etc) given as the structures of the SDF have na structures
of the SDF!

As you will see later in the list of the Executive Committees of the various
structures, there is no « 2e secrétaireadjoint » at the level of the Province.
Secondly, these « members » of the SDF belang to « comité de base » inslead of
wards as we have said above, Thirdiy, although Mr, Moukoury Moulema used 1o
be the Provincial Secretary of the SDF for the Littoral, the signature on the
document does not even resemhle his signature; the stamp of the Provincial
Secretary affixed to the document is not the stamp that Mr, Moulema had, We
show here the signature and stamp of Mr. Moulema, extracied from 2n authentic
document from SDF files.

Fax sand by 3 32 2 2055312 _ CPHA-URC p-dad OB 14326 Pyl 4

Ly & 1.0 1 ECI Lot o M
ea 'o¢ 11 19‘9 R 23743 36 49 o 2 2 il ol
FED ‘

C'ert pourquei Maiue, jo vous tarai grd de fudre valolr le s.éric:.lx et I'f.mmlam-:-o du
dunger de vort clentt, nos militaalt, 3 jarnais leur retour duht envirge, Car, ich 1y Cemeroun,
en mati¢ro da porséoution et d umerstion, les rebondinerocots, lec aasazriruts sord dovenus ‘
« momt CourLiid ¥, _

Touw en rodast d volre enbire disporition, nout vous prioat de crove chier Ml £o)
contidérabond ler meilsures,

Fait & Dovela Je 00 Fevrier 1996
Le Soccciarinl provingiel

~
Le 5 C.
. M, Mouema, /%

"-\«
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3. EXECUTIVE MEMBERS IN VARIOUS SDF ORGANS:

The executive posts in the various structures of the SDF are the folIOWing:-

I. Ward (English)

I} A Chairperson

2) A Vice Chairperson

3) S Secretary

4) An Assistant Secretary .

5) A Treasurer

6) An Assistant Treasurer

7) A Financia! Secretary

8) An Assistant Financial Secretary

9} A Secretary for Information/Propaganda

10) AnOrganising Secretary

1) An Assistant Organising Secretary

12) An Auditor

13) Three other members elected by
simple majority

I1. The Eleetoral District

1} A Chatrperson
2) A Vice Chatmperson
3) A Sccretary
4) An Assistant Sceretary
5 A Treasurer
6} An Assistant Treasuzre
7} A Financial Sceretary
) An Assistant Financial Secretary
@} A Sccretary for InformationPropaganda
I AN Assistant « sy n xR »
11) An Qrganistng Secretary
12) An Assistant Organising Secretary
13) An Auditor
14) A Legal Adviser
15) 3 elected members, one of whom
shall be of the opposite sex

1L, Divisionil Coordinating Committee

1) A Divisional Coordinator

2) An Assistant Divisional Coordinator
3) A Diwisional Secretary

4) A Divisional Treasurer

Cellule (French) -
1 Président
1 Vice Président
1 Secrétaire
1 Secrétaire Adjoint
1 Trésorier
1 Trésorier Adjoint
1 Sect. aux affairs financiéres
1 Sect Adjoint« »nnnnnny
1 Sect & I'information et 4 la prop.
1 Sect, a I'organisation

‘1 Sect Adjoint & |'organisation

1 Commissair au compte
3 membres €lus & la majorité simple

La Circonscription Electorale

1 Président

1 Vice Président

1 Secrétaire

1 Secrétaire Adjoint

1 Trésosier

1 Trésoricr Adjoint

1 Szerétaire zux affaires financieres

| Secrétaire Adjoint ¢ »n»nun»

1 Sect a I'information ¢ & Ja propaz

1 Sect, Adjoint« »»wnpnnnyx

1 Secrétaire a I'organisation

] Scerétaire Adjoint & {'organisation

I Commissaire aux comples

1 Conseilier Jundique

3 membres elus dont 1'un sera de
sExe Oppast.

Bureau del la Coordiuation Dépt.

i Coordinateur Départemental

l Vice Coordinateur Départemental
| Scerétaire Départemental

| Trésoner Deépt



IV. Provinecial

1) A Chairperson

2) A Vice Chaimerson

3) A Secreatary '

4) An Assistant Secretary

5} A Treasurer

6} An Assitant Treasurer

7) A Financtal Secretary

8) An Assistant Financial Secretary

9) An Organising Secrctary

10) An Assistant Organising Secretary
11) A Secretary for Press and Information
12) An Asistant n » p 2 nna npnnnn»
13) 2 Legal Advisers

14) An Auditor

15) 3 elected persons.

V. National Executive Committee

1} The National Chairperson

2) 4 National Vice Chairpersons

3) The Sceretary General

4) 3 Assistant Secretary Generals

5) The Natronal Sccretary for Education
and Propaganda

6) 3 Assistant National Scerctaries » » » » »
7) The National Scerctary for Communication
£) 2 Assistant National Secretancs« » n» » »

9) The National Financial Secretary

10) The Assistant National Financia! Secre
11) The Treasurerer Genzral

12) The vice Treasurer General

12} The MNational Organising Secretary
13)3 Assistanl« » R n R RN R uN N Y
(4)

The Chairperson of the External Relations

Committee

15) The vice Chairpersonof « »»nn»»n»
16} The Chatrperson of the Coustitutional &

Political Affairs Commitize

17)The Vice Chairpersonof thernnnnn »

18) The Chairperson of the Economic &
Financial Commuttee

19) The Vice Chairperson € » nn» n nin»

20) Vhe Chairperson of the Culturel &
Social Affairs Comnutics

Provincial

1 Président

1 Vice Président .

1 Secrétaire

1 Secrétaire Adjoint

1 Trésorter )

1 Trésorier Adjoint

1 Secrétaire aux affaires financiéres
18ecrétalre n R N N R B RN B B ¥
1 Secrétaire & ['organisation

1 Secrétaire Adjoint & 'organisation
1 Secrétaire a la presse et 4 l'info.

1 Secrétaire adjoint « »»»nun

2 Conseillers Juddiques

| Commissaire aux comptes

3 membres élus,

Comité Exécutif National

Le Président National

4 Vices Présidents Nationaux

Le Secrétaire Géndéral

3 Scerétaires Généraux adjoints

Le Scorétaire National a ['Education et
4 la propagande

3 Secrétaires Nationaux adj. » » » » »
Le Sceriatre National & la Comm.

2 Secrétaires Nationaux adj. » » »» »
Le Secretaire Nationa! aux aff. fin.

+ Le Secrétaire National Ad. pnp »on oy

Le Trésorer General
Le Trésorier Gencral Adjoint
l_e Secrétairc National 4 I'Organisation
3 Secrétaires Nationaux Adj. » » » » »
Le Président de la Conurdssion des
Rélations Extérieures
Le Vice Président dela ¢ snnnnn
Le Président de la Commission des
afTaires politiques et Constitutionnelles
Le Vice Présidentn n nnwnpnnnn
Le Président de la Commission des
affairs economiques et financiéres
Le Vice Président w » npnnppnn»
Le Prosident de la Commission des
allaires sociales Culturelles et Sociales
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- The cards of 1997 were printed before the information « ANNEE 1997 »
and 300 frs was stamped on it (see sample enclosed).

- The cards for 1998 (see sample enclosed).

The cards of 1990 to 1995 bore the signature of the National Chairman
and there were two spaces provided for the signatures of the member who buys
the card and that of the treasurer of the structure from which the card was bought.

Cards produced since 1995 bear the signatures of the National Chairman
and the Treasurer General and there is a space for the signature of the member
who buys the card.

Some asylum seekers have authentic SDF cards. Several others have fake
cards with immitated signatures of the National Chairman, wreng card numbers
or wrongly filled information (see photocopy).

Nommally SDF cards are sold in various structures of the Party to anybody
who comes around and expresses the wish to buy one, The card is filled by the
Party official and the information is recorded in a boolc. Of recent, it appears that
some relatives of asylum scekers buy SDF cards and send to them abroad for
inclusion in thetr asylum documents. Most of such people have never militated in
o the SDF, and consequently have no SDF related reasons for seeking asylum.
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6. 1S SDI* MEMBERSITP ENOUGH TO QUALITY FOR POLITICAL
ASSYLUM? :

Just being a holder of an SDF membership card should not qualify a person
for political assylum. True, SDF members suffer persecution daily from
administrative officials that have the police and gendarmes at their call The
CPDM regime has made maximum effort to cast the SDF and its members as the
villains of the « democratie avancée » of the so-called « new deal » politics of
Mr. Biya. This is due to several reasons:

* the forceful launching of the SDF on 26 May 1990 against the wishes
of the repressive one Party regime is an act that must be punished by
all means; '

* the active support by the SDF and its members of the successful
ghost town operations that nearly brought the CPDM regime to its knees
in 1991/92;

* the SDF-led boycott of the Legislative Elections of 1997 against the
wish of the ruling CPDM regime that signed out 500 million frs to bribe
parties to participate;

* the Presidential election of Octaber 1992, widely thought to have
been won be Mr. Fru Ndi, the SDI candidate, and the subsequent
nationwide violence and resultant state of EINCrgency;

* the violence that resulted from the appointment of Government
Delegates with full executive powers to head councils of big towns,
mast of which were won by the SDF;

* the violence that sorrounded the massive fraud perpetrated during
the Legislative Elections of May 1997 that the SDF was
expected to win with a wide margin;

* the violent effort of the CPDM regime to black the successful SDF-fed

campaign for the boycoit of the October 1997 Presidential Elections
in Cameroan.

Because of these reasons and more, SDF members suffer deprvation and
mjustices, including;

- failure to advance normally i the public service;
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- intemperate, punitive transfers to far off places;
- imposition of unjustifiably high taxes to kill their business;

- tempering with salaries and other benefits in order to cause suffering
and embarrassment:

- various forms of discrimination to hurt them;
- harrasstent by forces of law and order and the administrative authorities.

As stated above, the absence of the Rule of Law, daily abuse of Human
Rights and Freedoms and the absence of a fegal framework for gainful economic
activities provide a hostile environment from which thousands of Cameroonjans
want to escape. The problem is that these escapees, whether they are members of
the SDF or not, make an effort to link their fate to their imagined or rcal activities
in the SDF, It is the effort of these persons to fabricate documents to prove their
claims and which invariably have a link to the SDF that is at issuc here.

The tactics used by these persons go beyond possessing an SDF card, They
usually also fabricate evidence to show that the secunty forces are actively
looking for them to arrest and imprison them for some acts they committed as
SDF members. Their tactics here include: ‘

- publishing or causing to be published, false information about
themselves in Newspapers;

- concocting false letters from the SDF claiming that if they retum to
Cameroon, they will be arrested and locked up.

7. FALSE PUBLICATIONS IN THE NEWSPAPERS:

To illustrate this widely used tactic, we present here three documents
culled from Newspapers as follows:

i) The Herald No. 557 of January 12-13 1998, p.5 under « News In Brief»,
i) The Herald No.597 of April 20-21 1998, p. 7 under « News In Brief »,

it) The Errand No. 013 of December 4 1997 as 2 front page article titled
{4 KUIHE}B SDF M“ilﬂ[‘l[ O” Tht“. Run- Frve dersctod Famili Idames Tiacsoaoasd o
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The Herald is a well known Newspaper in Cameroon. On the contrary, The
Errand seems to have been published exclusively on the request of an asylum
seeker most probably Mr, Zilefack Nzongong Michel mentioned in the story).
This is because since we bought this number at a newstand in Bamenda, we have
never seen another issuc of The Errand again! This is common practice in the
ranks of assylum seekers. They pay a Journalist to publish some scare story
concerning them, Somctimes, a completely new title is created for the purpose,
Their thinking is thal far away in the immigration services abroad, nobody wil|
know or even bother to know whether the newsppaper exists or not. Onee the
newspaper 15 published, copies are sent to the assylum seeker to use as an
cxhibit. As for The Herald, one cannot be sure whether these are « paid » stories
or whether they are a result of false news storias posted to the newsroom.

Once the Herald storics were got in the SDF, an investigation was carried
out in Nsam and Mvog-Ada, both living quarters in Yaounde where thesc
incidents are said to have taken place. We established that both stories are false.
The journalist who wrote both stories (he is in charge of the« news in brief »
column) told us that he got the stories in the newsroom, so he cannot vouch for
their validity.

In the case of The Errand, Mr. Ferdinand Asapngu, the SDF District
Chairman for Kumba who was menlioned in the story wrote a rejoinder to the
Newspaper (scc copy ). Allhough he personally took the rejoinder to Bamenda
and found a locked up room wilh the Iabel « The Errand s on the door, his regular
visits 1o the place over a period of three days met with no success the
“newsroom » remained locked! He slipped the letter under the door but it has
rnever been published since no other {ssue of the paper has ever been seen again.
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No. 557 Yaounde, Cam . ' e
L Yas - ¢roan Monday January IE_—.,E , L¥88 First puliltisheid in JSuly !99;_11

Human rights abuse

In a determined move ta crack
down on opposition supporters, secu-
rity agents have embarked upon a
manhunt of some SDF militants said
to have led the campaign foraboycott
of the October 12 presidential elec-
tion. Several opposition supporlers
have been detained arbitrarly with-
out trial. A frontline SDF activist,
Tarpah Henry Musi, continues to lan-
puish in detention after he was ar-
rested on trumped-up charges of or-
dering the pulling down of Biya's
campaign hanners in the Bonaben
neighbourhood 1n Douala.

Price 250 FCF
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Human rights abuse

Security forces stormed the Mvog
Ade Yaounde residence of Pa Encho
and interrogated him at gunproint for
aver four hours, ostensibly, in connee-
tion with the whereabouts of his son,
Encho King David, = frontline SDF
activist arrested last yearafierindigenes
st Nsam Efoulan rose against “seillers™ .
wha culicd 1o collect voter cards for the -
Muay 17 1997 Icgisiative election, Encho
who was arrested slongside other SDY
militants was released on bail and s still
at large.
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" The Editor

v \ J
The Errand, \/UUW/
Dear Edilor, .

- [ have read with s ack and disbelicta front page story in THE ERRAND

issuec No. 13 of Thursday Décember-4;71997 titled KUMBA SDF MILITANTS
ON THE RUN in which one Zelifack Nzongong Michel reporled (o be an D1
militant had his family house sct on fire by “gun totting police officers™ and five
persons arrested, |

In that story your report also says he spoke to me, z‘\%apngu Fcrdinand
SDF Kumba District Chairman and that I defended the said Nzongong as onc of
my Hausa quarters North East ward Chairman. He said | told him Nzongong
has received so many letters of threat to life and property. Futther, he also
quotes me as having said that the Nzongong fumily sacrificed a family member,
Adamu Inusa, May 17, besides Pa Nzongong Maurice, Zelifak’s father killed in
Bamenda May, 26, 1990.

I don’t deny that there has been harassment of SDF militants in Kuniba
but to have told the world that [ am aware of an SDF militant called Nzongong
whose house was burnt down by police officers is not truc.  About Killing on
May 17, [ am aware that an SDI militant called Tiecso Adamu, not Adamu
Inusa, was shot and wounded not Killed. Also the said Tieso Adamu is o
Northwesterner has no relation with Nzongong who is hail from the Western
Province. I am not aware of any Pa Nzongong Maurice who was killed ia
Bamenda May 26, 1990,

Mr. Editor, I can’t understand why your report or your newspaper
conceived such a fictitious report calculated to tamish my image and ruin my
political career. 1 wish to, categorically, deny everything stated in that
unfortunate story in relation to the SDI in Kumba and me.

Nzongong Zelifack Michel is not an SDF militant in Kumba, talkless of
his being a ward Chairperson in Kumba SDF district. Your reporter never spoke
to me and therefore alf the information (n the story atgibuted to me is fictitious,
and false.

Considering the gravity and the damaging effect of that report 10 my
person and SDF as a whole, [ call on you to, exceptionally, publish this rejoinds -
on the front page of your paper where your damaging report appgaced:

4
L

/

ASAPNGU FERDINAND
SDF KUMBA DISTRICT CHAIRMAN
c.c :
Natonal Chairman SDF
Secretary General SDF
The Commissioner Public Security K'ba.
The Comimissioner Special Branch K ba
The Divisional Ofticer F’ba Central.
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% FALSE LETTERS:

False letters are usually wnitten with immitations of signaures of vanous
officials of the Party. These letters invariably state that the person in question has
been an active SDF member and that they will be persecutcd if they dare to returmn
{o Cameroon. As discussed for the false letter from Douala said to be signed by
the former Provincial Secrelary, Mr. Moulema, all such letters that carry
information about the persecution of SPF members should be treated with great
suspicion because most arc falsel The Two documents that follow aré 2 letter
claimed to have been signed by the National Chairman of the SDF and an
attcstation signed by Mr. Efokoa, Buea Electoral District Chairman. Under each
document, we have attached two authentic signaturcs of the authorities concernad
extracted from the files of the SDF. A close comparison of the false signatures
with the authentic ones will show by how much these Impostors psually miss their
target.
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. FRONT S8OCIAL DEMO -
DUMECARTILUIVETICE-DEYEL

_ (PARTL POLLTIGUL)
. COMITE BXOCUTIF HATIONAL

AL DEMOCRAYIC FROMT
SCUACYJUSTICGOBYALOPHMENT

(MILITICAL PAATY)

AATIOHAL EXHCUTLVE COMMITTAE
e it

FeERETARILT NADOHAL
ATIONA TCRETARUT " - -
ONKI”W"IHI’.R:HGM:\ CHAM L LY Qurray Dy pRFIOdHT kATISHLL

~,
Dok B, YAENOA N
MEZAM 5[3.‘:?:?-?3 u‘:'itun*tlv':w?ncwce S D ¥ DRPARTEME Mﬂ%?n” %Z{j\[:‘;.‘r PAOVINGE DU -
u . W : -t
. Al Ly, .
Our Refy : , Licbe the, JS . Doy fd ..J‘IQJ.;c
! . .
Your Rof: ‘

REF: TORTURE, HARRASEQENT AND THE INSECURITY
SUFFERED DY OUR MEMBER OF PROPAGANDA
BUREAU FMGAGED JH PUBLICITY MR. KDUMU
ANUH ATUHCSIRY THOMAS:

Ve the mambers of the Social Democratic Froat {S.D.F.) Limbe
Branch do hereby condewn the ill-human trestment been done by members
of the mo cailed ruling party plain cloth policenen heave taken upon

themselvea backed by the ruling party o maeltreat meambere of the stromng
oppoesitien party S.D.F.

With this respect we therefore appeal Lo the Amnesty International
for immecéliote sction and manctien sgalnat such persons, We call on the
Amnesty International muthoritlen Lo @ec inta ir that bthe neid
HR. NDUHU ANUIl ATUNGSIRI THOHAS who ip not enly & partiaan but alaoc one

of
the ploneers of this politicel party of today, be immediately free from
all znuch, Holtreateents.
However with regnrda to the political sct up nov in Cameroon, we are

plso noking the Amnesty Internstionsl to grant political
HR. HDUMYU AMUN ATUHGSIRI THUHAS eny wherc he might be in
to ennble him get Lree £rom the totnl Dictatorinl FPouvers
apposition leadera teday in the country - Comcroon.

Asaylum te
Europe. This 18
cuffcrod by most

We 5ir, are looking farward thaet you do nll your best Lo solve thie
altustion which has reeched it's peek so thot he night have his respect
where cver he i and not [orgetting Cameroons,

Complimnce with the Unlted Hatlon Docleration en human rights ef
which mhe toc elgned,

Thanks for ca-operation. - . !
'(T"-"T'-w tu
EASNITE N
g
‘,- . s \‘:;‘?:;(r‘l‘ - \:
SOCEAL sDEAYCRATIC, FRONT (5.D.F.)
{7 RATFON AL~ B A LRMAN

L)

X A v <
VI ~YOHHT . FhU WOl f ” ,

" ' A

CC: - Erecutive Chief Amngsty ln;crnatiendl-—'TﬂOHﬂaF

Director Centre for Human Rights - TYaoundr
-~ Hptionml! Chicf for Interna)l Security - Yanounde

Fait a Ramenda, I 08 hary [ 998 ==
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CONCLUSION:

The information given here is specially prepared for Embassies and other
immigration officers who handle documents sent to them from their countrieg
related to assylum problems of some Cameroonians. In the present dispensatigp
where members of the SDF arc persecuted in Cameroon and wherc the politica]
and economic environment is generally hostile for Cameroonians ag 4 whole,
many Camcroonians are making frantic efforts to escape from the country,
Unfortunately or fortunately, it looks like their best way outis to identify with the
SDF, since it is well known in Cameroon that members of the SDF suffer. untold
persecution and injustices.

Since most of these asylum seekers claim that they have suffered arrest,
forture and various forms of detention because of their activities in-the SDF there
is a great need for a scientific document that contains a comprehensive list of
SDF members that have suffered arrest, torture and various forms of detention
between 1990 and today because of their activities in the SDF. This ;s why we
have decided to produce such a document, Because the SDF lacks the time and
the resources to carry out the nceessary research for the production of the
docunient, we have commissioned an NGO, the SOCiAL ADVANCEMENT
MOULD (SAM) to carry out the rescarch within the structures of the SDT. This
NGO carries out rescarch on political and social issues, sonie of which is usually
commissioned by the SDF, We recommend this NGO to those who will find this
document useful.

Unul the comprehensive document is produced (o render the identification
ol genuine asylum seckers easter, the SDF remains fully disposed, as in the pas:,
1o provide necessary information about asylum seekers that link the reasons for
their seeking asylum to their membership of the SDF. However, to prevent the
propagation of false information tikely to cause more confusion, only information

from the National Secretariat of the Party (c/o The Sceretary General) should be
taken seriously on these {ssues. /—ﬁﬂ_ﬁ?‘«
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Usefu! address:
SDFE National S, ecrefariai,
2.0 Bax 490, Bamenda; Tel. 36 39 £9.
BP IT1s Yaounde; Tel 2342 46; Fav: 23 14 §

This document has been circulated only to the various Embassies in Camarnns 2 o
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