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Country Reports on Human Rights Practices - 2007

Released by the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor
March 11, 2008

Excerpt:

RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

Section 1 Respect for the Integrity of the Person, Including Freedom From:

c. Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

Prison and Detention Center Conditions

In isolated instances prisoners died due to lack of clear prison procedures and
insufficient medical resources in the prisons. Prison officials reported that there were 48
deaths from preventable causes during the year, compared with 64 in 2006. As of
December, 23 inmates had been killed by other prisoners, and 25 inmates had
committed suicide. Prisoners with HIV/AIDS and mental disabilities allegedly failed to
receive adequate medical attention.

Section 2 Respect for Civil Liberties, Including:

c. Freedom of Religion

Societal Abuses and Discrimination

Neo-Nazi and skinhead groups engaged in gang-type criminal activities and violence
against immigrants, homosexuals, punk rockers, and anarchists. While these groups
share the anti-Semitic rhetoric of neo-Nazi groups, there were no reports of neo-Nazi
attacks targeting the Jewish community. Police arrested persons involved in neo-Nazi
attacks, and neo-Nazis have been dismissed from the armed forces and Carabineros.

Section 5 Discrimination, Societal Abuses, and Trafficking in Persons

Other Societal Abuses and Discrimination



During June a skinhead group hacked into and defaced the Web site of the Movement
for Homosexual Integration and Liberation (MOVILH). According to MOVILH's Fifth
Annual Report on the Human Rights of Sexual Minorities, 49 cases of discrimination
(including two killings) due to sexual orientation were registered in 2006. The report
cited a 15 percent decrease in reports but an increase in the use of violence against
gays, lesbians, transvestites, and transgendered individuals. On August 26, the Chilean
Confederation of Sexual Diversity was formed, grouping together 13 organizations of
sexual minorities from around the country.



