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‘I Have Not Been Accepted By My Family’
What it's like to grow up gay in Jamaica, where bigotry is widespread.

WEB EXCLUSIVE

By Patrick Falby
Newsweek International
Updated: 11:49 a.m. CT Sept 8, 2007

Sept. 8, 2007 - Gay rights may be spreading in
many countries, but not in Jamaica. Violence
against gay men is high, and police often look
the other way, say activists. When Brian
Williamson, Jamaica’s leading gay rights
activist, was murdered in June 2004, a crowd
gathered outside the crime scene to celebrate.
NEWSWEEK’s Patrick Falby spoke with Devon,
a 30-year-old homosexual who was granted
asylum in the United States three years ago,
about growing up gay in Jamaica. Devon, who
lives in New York and attends a Seventh-day
Adventist church, didn’t want his last name
used for fear of being thrown out of the
congregation. Excerpts:
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Falby: What’s it like being a homosexual in
Jamaica?
Devon: Wow. Terrible. Ridiculous. I have not
been accepted by my family. My sister kicked
me out of her house, and I was dis-
fellowshipped by my church. At church I was
an usher, and I used to sing in the choir.

When did you realize you were a
homosexual?
When I was born; ever since then I’ve felt that
way. I used to wear my mother’s shoes on the
road sometimes, and my family used to kick
me with the shoes and tell me to not put them
on. Because I had four sisters I played girls’
games like bandy shandy. I even used to play
cricket with the girls. They used to say that
I’m not a man, that I’m a woman because I
play women’s games. They used to call me 
“battyman,” which means gay in Jamaica. I
tried to keep a low profile, though, because
people used to get beaten for being gay.

How did people find out?
A friend of mine came over to the house to
give me guidance one day when I was 18, and
one of my sisters saw him. From there on my
sister said that she didn’t want me near her
because I’m whatever and whatever. When my
sister went to work, I used to make sure her
kids were properly dressed, bathed, had
something to eat, got them off to school and
picked them up. I was her helper. When she
said that about me it was surprising. My
brother, when he found out, he told me he was
going to kill me because he didn’t want
somebody in the family like me. I couldn’t
really believe my own family would do that,
until it happened to me. I was surprised
because back home I used to do anything they
asked. If they called me and told me they
needed anything and I had it, I’d give it to
them.

You are no longer in contact with your
family?
Once in a blue moon I’ll call them to say hi,
and when there was a hurricane I called to find
out if everyone was okay. I mostly talk to my
niece and nephew, because they’re small kids
and you cannot hold anything against a child. I
also call my mom. She doesn’t approve of
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also call my mom. She doesn’t approve of
[being gay], but you know a mother will
always be a mother no matter what. She will
always show me a good face, but behind it
she’s maybe not with me. Now that I’m in
America, she might figure that I have money
to send to Jamaica or something.

How were other homosexuals and lesbians
treated?
Horrible. Terrible. I used to have a roommate,
and when I left to come here she was killed at
our place. Some men beat and cut up her and
her lover.

Why is homophobia is so strong in
Jamaica?
People are not tolerant with the lifestyle. Even
married men, they go hide and they do their
stuff, and at the end of the day they go back
with their wives. If it was more accepted,
people would be free and do things that they
wanted. It’s also because people tend to lean
on the church’s side, and say it’s not accepted
by God and stuff like that. In church, when I
hear them talk about it, I put up blind ears, like I don’t hear what
they say. Even now, because I still go to a Seventh-day Adventist
church here [in New York]. When they talk about it, I put up blind
ears about it. [In Jamaica] and here [in New York], because of the
church lifestyle, nobody’s going to come out.

How did you end up applying for asylum in the United States?
I just decided I really couldn’t take it anymore in Jamaica. So I went
to the embassy and applied for a visiting visa and I decided I’m not
going back, I’m going to apply for asylum. And here I am.

I’m not going to work now, but I’m going to college at the present,
and I’m in the process of looking for jobs. I’ve been in America for
three years. I also volunteer for Gay Men’s Health Crisis, a nonprofit
organization in New York.

Do you think you’ll ever return to Jamaica?
The only way I’ll ever want to go back is if something changes so
that people can live their lives and be free. They need to put
something in place to protect people who are living this lifestyle in
Jamaica. They have nothing in place; the police beat them, the
members of the community beat them. And I hope and pray that
[the new prime minister] can put something in place so that people
like me, who lived the lifestyle in Jamaica, can live their lives.

© 2007 Newsweek, Inc.

Rate this story  Low High

Current rating: 4 by 103 users  • View Top Rated stories

Jeffrey Garten: The Weak
Dollar Is More Dangerous Than
It Appears

  THE GOOD LIFE

Luxury Opera Packages

Four Hours in Kunming

Hot Spot: Fasano Rio, Brazil

Autos: Maserati GranTurismo

Correspondents' Picks: Buenos
Aires

Sony's PSP Loses Weight

advertisement

 

 

 



© 2007 Microsoft MSN Privacy Legal Advertise

advertisement

Subscribe to Newsweek—Guaranteed Low Rate

Add Newsweek RSS Feeds

Mobile.newsweek.com

ARCHIVES | MY NEWSWEEK (BETA) | NEWSWEEK RADIO | ABOUT NEWSWEEK | SUBSCRIBER SERVICES 
PRESSROOM | ADVERTISING INFORMATION | CONTACT US | EDUCATION PROGRAM 

BACK COPIES | RIGHTS AND REPRINT SALES | SHOWCASE ADS | ONLINE AND DISTANCE LEARNING DIRECTORY

Cover  |  U.S. News |  Politics |  World News |  Business |  Sports |  Tech/Science |  Entertainment |  Travel  |  Health |  Blogs Etc.  |  Weather |  Local News

Newsweek |  Today Show |  Nightly News |  Dateline NBC |  Meet the Press |  MSNBC TV

About |  Alerts |  Newsletters |  RSS |  Mobile  |  Podcasts |  Site Map |  Help |  News Tools |  Jobs  |  Contact Us |  Terms & Conditions |  Privacy

© 2007 MSNBC.com

Feedback |    Help

 Print this  Email this    IM this

Sponsored Links

Happiest Gay Couple
Check Out The Happiest Gay Couple On The Planet - Rick & Steve!
www.happiestgaycouple.com

Are People Born Gay?
Learn more with 100s of expert pros & cons in a nonpartisan format
www.BornGayProCon.org

Prepare to be Shocked
Millions have already uncovered the secret. What's your RealAge?
www.RealAge.com

Gay Friendly Churches
Find Gay friendly religious organizations in your neighborhood
www.GayFriendlyBiz.com


